
Unit 10: Samuel and King Saul

Session 1:
Hannah and Samuel
1 Samuel 1–3
Story Point: God spoke to 
Hannah’s son Samuel.

Session 2: 
The Ark Was Captured
1 Samuel 4–6
Story Point: God showed the 
Philistines that He is the one true 
God.

Session 3:
Israel’s First King
1 Samuel 8–15
Story Point: God’s people wanted 
a king.

Unit Description:
Despite all that God had done for Israel, God’s people continued to rebel 
against Him. They demanded a king, going against God’s plan and ignoring 
His warnings about how a king would rule them. God provided Israel’s first 
king, Saul, to rule His people Israel. Christ, the final King, rules over all 
people as Savior.

Key Passage: 
Jeremiah 10:6

Big Picture Question: 
Is anything greater than God? No, 
God is greater than everything.

Israel’s First King
God’s people wanted a king.

The Ark Was Captured 
God showed the Philistines that He is 
the one true God.

Hannah and Samuel
God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel.

Unit 10 Overview
The Gospel Project for Preschool 
© 2019 LifeWay OK to Print 



4 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 10 • Session 1
Samuel and King Saul

Hannah and Samuel
Unit 10 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Hannah wanted to have a baby. At the tabernacle, Hannah prayed, “God, if You 
give me a son, I will give him to You.” God answered Hannah’s prayer with a 
son named Samuel! When Samuel was old enough, Hannah brought him to Eli. 
“This is the son I prayed for. I am giving him to God,” she said. Samuel lived with 
Eli in the tabernacle, and his family visited him every year. Every year, Hannah 
brought her son a little robe. One night, Samuel heard someone calling his name. 
He thought it was Eli, but it was God! God gave Samuel a special message about 
Eli’s family. God was with Samuel, and Samuel grew up to be a prophet. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God heard Hannah’s prayer.
 *God used Samuel to tell people His words.
 * Jesus told people God’s words.

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 1–3

STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus told people 
God’s plan and showed what God is like.
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5Samuel and King Saul

1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • God heard Hannah’s prayers and gave her a son named Samuel. God used 

Samuel to tell people His words. Many years later, Jesus told people God’s 
words. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:

“ God is our great King. God is our great King. 
He hears our prayers and answers us. 
God’s greater than anything!”

SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. God heard Hannah’s prayer, and 
God used her son Samuel in His plans for His people. Jesus told people 
God’s plan and showed what God is like. 

Make Samuel’s coat
Cut a simple coat shape from heavyweight paper for each baby. Write the story 
point or a gospel gem on each coat. Provide stickers for babies to place on their 
coat. Make sure babies do not ingest the stickers.
SAY • God heard Hannah’s prayer. God gave her a son named Samuel. Hannah 

made a robe for Samuel each year. God used Samuel to tell people His 
words. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. 

Read about God’s plan
Print and assemble the “God’s Plan for Me Book.” Read the book to babies. Talk 
about God’s plan for Samuel, and talk about God’s plan for each baby.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. He has a plan for every person. 

Jesus told people God’s plan and showed what God is like.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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6 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 1

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and 
gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make God art
Write GOD on construction paper in large letters for each toddler. Provide 
stickers, pom-poms, foam shapes, and adhesive jewels for toddlers to decorate 
God’s name. Older toddlers may be able to place the items on the letters. Write 
the story point on each child’s art. Retell the story.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING! God heard Hannah’s prayer, and 

God hears us when we pray too. Jesus told people God’s plan and showed 
what God is like.

Care for babies
Provide baby dolls, toy bottles, and blankets for toddlers to play out family scenes. 
Talk about how mommies and daddies take care of babies. Retell the story. 
SAY • Hannah prayed for God to give her a baby. God heard Hannah’s prayer 

and gave her a son named Samuel. God used Samuel to tell people His 
words. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING.

Listen with your ears
Encourage toddlers to sit quietly and close their eyes. Explain that you will tap an 
object in the room and they must guess what it is. Play as time allows.
SAY • At first Samuel thought Eli was calling him, but it was God! God used 

Samuel to tell people His words. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING!

Look at the Bible
Place several hand-size Bibles and Bible storybooks in a basket. Encourage 
toddlers to look at the Bibles and point out pictures. Retell the story.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. He gives us His words in the Bible. 

God used Samuel to tell people His words too. 
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7Samuel and King Saul

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Hannah and Samuel
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 1–3
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus told people God’s plan and showed what God 

is like.

Transition activity: Play with phones
Provide old dial phones, toy phones, PVC pipes, and cups with string for toddlers to 
examine and play out talking to someone. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING! God heard Hannah’s prayer and gave 

her a son named Samuel. God used Samuel to tell people His words. Jesus 
told people God’s words. 

Practice the key passage
Guide toddlers to sit in a circle. Wind a kitchen timer to 10 seconds. Encourage 
toddlers to pass the timer around the circle. When the timer goes off, read the key 
passage card. Play again as time allows. Retell the story.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING! God heard Hannah’s prayer, and God 

hears us too. God used Samuel to tell people His words.

Call a child by name
Invite toddlers to stand in a circle, facing you as you stand in the center. One at a 
time, call out, “[Child’s name], [Child’s name]!” When you call a child’s name, he 
should run to you. Fist bump and say the story point. Repeat with each toddler.
SAY • God called Samuel by name when he was a young boy. God used Samuel to 

tell people His words. Jesus told people God’s plan and showed what God is 
like. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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8 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Bible Story for Toddlers
The Israelites went to battle against the Philistines, and the Israelites lost! They 
were confused. Maybe if they brought the ark of God to the battlefield, they 
would win. Eli’s sons took the ark to the battlefield, and the Israelites cheered. 
But the Israelites did not win the battle, and the Philistines took the ark! The 
Philistines put it next to a statue they worshiped. In the morning, the statue was 
bowing to the ark of God! They picked up the statue. The next morning the 
statue was broken. The Philistines put the ark of God on a cart pulled by two 
cows. They put gold gifts on the ark, and the cows took the ark of God back to 
Israel. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *The Israelites took the ark of God to battle.
 *The Philistines took away the ark of God.
 *God is more powerful than anything or anyone.

Unit 10 • Session 2 
The Ark Was 

Captured

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6

STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6

CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to be with His people forever.

Unit 10 • Session 2
Samuel and King Saul
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9Samuel and King Saul

2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 4. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. When the Philistines took away the 

ark of God, they soon learned that God is more powerful than anything 
or anyone! [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:

“ God is our great King. God is our great King. 
He showed He is the one true God. 
God’s greater than anything!”

SAY • The Israelites took the ark of God to battle to help them win. They forgot 
that GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. God’s plan is what is most 
important. Later God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people forever.

Make art about God
Use painter’s tape to spell GOD on heavyweight paper for each baby. Provide 
painting smocks to protect clothing. Help babies press moistened sponges onto 
watercolor palettes, and then press the sponges onto their paper. Keep wipes and 
towels handy for cleanup. When the art is dry, remove the tape.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. The Philistines took away the ark of 

God. They learned that God is more powerful than anything or anyone.

Play with boxes
Provide lightweight boxes with lids or nesting cubes for babies. Open the boxes 
and let the babies look inside. Explain the ark was a box with special items in it.
SAY • The Israelites took the ark of God to battle. God is not inside a box. No 

box can hold God! GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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10 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 2

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 4. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make and squish statues
Before class, make different statues out of play dough. Ask toddlers if those statues 
can hear, see, or help people. Guide them to squish the statues. Toddlers may then 
use the play dough to make whatever they’d like. Retell the story.
SAY • God is more powerful than anything or anyone. GOD IS GREATER THAN 

ANYTHING. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people forever.

Knock down the statue
Wrap an empty 2-liter bottle in yellow paper and draw a face on it. Stand up the 
statue. Give the toddlers balls to knock over the statue. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • The Philistines took away the ark of God and put it with the statue they 

worshiped. God made their statue fall down! GOD IS GREATER THAN 

ANYTHING. God is more powerful than anything or anyone.

Capture the ark
Place a yellow block on the table behind you. Invite toddlers to take turns trying 
to capture the ark without your tagging them. Retell the story.
SAY • The ark of God showed that God was with His people. The Israelites took 

the ark of God to battle. They thought they could use it to win. GOD IS 

GREATER THAN ANYTHING. He does what He pleases.

Make animal noises
Explain to toddlers that you are going to call out various animals, and they will 
make the sounds those animals make. Play several rounds. Be sure to call out cows 
last. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Great job knowing your animal sounds! The Philistines took away the ark 

of God, but they sent it back with two cows. The Philistines learned that 
GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING!

© 2019 LifeWay



11Samuel and King Saul

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Ark Was Captured
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 4–6
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people forever.

Transition activity: Sing an action song
Lead the toddlers to sing and perform the hand motions to “My God Is So Big.” If 
you are not familiar with the song or hand motions, check them out before class. 
SAY • The Israelites took the ark of God to battle. They tried to make God do what 

they wanted! GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. The Philistines took the 
ark of God. God showed that He is more powerful than their statue.

Push and pull a cart
Carefully use scissors to make two holes in the front of a medium-sized box. Thread 
and knot rope through the holes to make a harness. Place a few items in the “cart” 
and invite toddlers to take turns pushing and pulling it. Retell the story.
SAY • The Philistines took the ark of God. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. 

The Philistines learned that God is more powerful than anything or anyone. 
They sent the ark back in a cart with gifts for God inside it.

Take a walk
Use a stroller or walking rope to lead toddlers on a path in or around your church. 
You may also travel within your room if you cannot leave it. Review the Bible story.
SAY • The Israelites took the ark of God to battle, and the Philistines took away the 

ark of God! They brought it to their temple and then quickly sent it back to 
Israel! GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be 
with His people forever.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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12 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 10 • Session 3
Samuel and King Saul

Unit 10 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
The Israelites wanted a king like the people around them. God told Samuel, 
“The people do not want Me to be their King. Give the people a king.” God told 
Samuel to look for a man named Saul to make him king. Saul was strong and 
handsome; he looked like a good king! But Saul did not obey God. God told Saul 
to fight King Agag and destroy everything, but Saul kept the best animals. Samuel 
asked, “Why did you not obey God?” Saul said, “I did obey! I kept the best things 
to give to God!” Samuel said, “Does God want gifts or does He want you to obey 
Him? God does not want you to be king anymore.” God was going to choose a 
new king who loved Him. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God’s people wanted a king to lead them.
 *Saul was the first king of Israel.
 *God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Israel’s First King

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15

STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.

KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6

CHRIST CONNECTION: King Jesus obeyed 
God in everything He did.
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13Samuel and King Saul

3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 8. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • God’s people wanted a king to lead them, but they already had a king—

God! GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. Later, God sent Jesus to be 
our Savior and King. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:

“ God is our great King. God is our great King. 
He promised to send His only Son. 
God’s greater than anything!”

SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. God’s people wanted a king to lead 
them. Saul was the first king of Israel, but he did not obey God. Later, 
God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King. King Jesus obeyed God in 
everything He did. 

Wear a crown
Gather a toy or paper crown. Sit a baby on your lap and help her wear her 
crown. Hold a hand-size mirror so she can see her reflection. 
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING! God’s people wanted a king to lead 

them. Later, God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Shake a scepter
Wrap an empty paper towel tube in gold foil and fill it with small beads. Tightly 
seal the ends of the tube with duct tape. Encourage babies to take turns holding 
the scepter and shaking it. Talk about how a king uses a scepter.
SAY • GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING. Saul was the first king of Israel. 

Later, God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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14 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 3

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 8. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point or 
gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make crowns
Give each toddler a sentence strip. Help her tape her crown to fit and cut off any 
excess. Toddlers may decorate their crowns with stickers, crayons, or washable ink 
pads to make fingerprint jewels. Write the Christ connection on each crown.
SAY • God’s people wanted a king to lead them. Saul was the first king of Israel, 

but he did not always do what was right. King Jesus obeyed God in 
everything He did. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING.

Practice the key passage
Provide a calendar and invite toddlers to flip through it to look at the pictures and 
dates. Stick the key passage card in the calendar. When a child finds it, say the key 
passage and invite toddlers to repeat it after you.
SAY • Calendars are useful for telling us what is coming up. Our key passage 

reminds us that God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King, and His 
kingdom will never end. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING.

Dress up like a king or queen
Provide toy crowns, jewel-toned scarves, bracelets and costume jewelry, and other 
items for toddlers to play out being kings and queens. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God’s people wanted a king to lead them. GOD IS GREATER THAN 

ANYTHING. Later God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Read about God’s plan
Print and assemble the “God’s Plan for Me Book.” Read the book to toddlers. 
Talk about God’s plan for Saul, and talk about God’s plan for them. Tell the story.
SAY • Saul was the first king of Israel, but he did not always obey God. GOD IS 

GREATER THAN ANYTHING, and nothing can stop His plans. 

© 2019 LifeWay



15Samuel and King Saul

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Israel’s First King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–15
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 10:6
STORY POINT: God is greater than anything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: King Jesus obeyed God in everything He did.

Transition activity: Make a mural
Tape a large sheet of paper to the table or a wall at toddler’s height. Provide 
crayons and stickers for toddlers to decorate a mural. Write the story point, Christ 
connection, or the third gospel gem across the mural so parents can see it. Retell the 
Bible story.
SAY • Israel did not have a king because God was their leader. God’s people wanted 

a king to lead them. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING, but God chose a 
king for them—Saul. Later God sent Jesus to be our Savior and King.

Work puzzles
Print an extra copy of the Bible story picture and cut it into zigzag strips. Encourage 
toddlers to reassemble the puzzle. Point to the people pictured as you retell the story. 
SAY • Saul was the first king of Israel, but he did not always obey God. God 

decided He would choose a new king who loved Him. GOD IS GREATER 

THAN ANYTHING. King Jesus obeyed God in everything He did.

Play “The King Says”
Play a version of “Simon Says.” Instead of obeying tasks given by Simon, they must 
listen and do only the tasks that follow “The king says.” Perform the motions with 
the toddlers and gently correct any errors. Play several rounds; then retell the story.
SAY • We have to obey people in charge. King Jesus obeyed God in everything He 

did. GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYTHING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 11: Great King David

Session 1:
David Was Anointed
1 Samuel 16–17
Story Point: God chose David to 
be king.

Session 2: 
David Showed Mercy
1 Samuel 24
Story Point: David showed mercy 
to Saul.

Session 3:
God’s Covenant with David
2 Samuel 6–7
Story Point: God promised that 
every king of Israel would come 
from David’s family.

Session 4:
David’s Kindness
2 Samuel 9
Story Point: David showed 
kindness to Jonathan’s son.

Session 5:
David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51
Story Point: God forgave David.

Session 6:
David’s Psalm
Psalm 23
Story Point: David wrote a song to 
praise God.

Unit Description:
Because of Saul’s disobedience, God rejected him as Israel’s first king and 
chose David to be king. Through David’s family, God brought forth the 
last King—the Redeemer Jesus Christ. Jesus is the perfect King who brings 
peace and salvation to the world.

Key Passage: 
Psalm 145:13a

Big Picture Question: 
How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus 
perfectly rules over everything.

David’s Psalm
David wrote a song to praise God.

David Sinned and Was 
Restored
God forgave David.

David’s Kindness
David showed kindness to 
Jonathan’s son.

God’s Covenant with David
God promised that every king of Israel 
would come from David’s family.

David Showed Mercy 
David showed mercy to Saul.

David Was Anointed
God chose David to be king.

Unit 11 Overview
The Gospel Project for Preschool 
© 2019 LifeWay OK to Print



16 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 11 • Session 1
Great King David

Unit 11 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
A man named Jesse from Bethlehem had eight sons. God chose to anoint, or 
pour oil on, the youngest—David, a shepherd boy—to be king after Saul. Later, 
David’s brothers went to fight against the Philistines. A Philistine giant named 
Goliath made all of Saul’s army afraid! David was not afraid to fight Goliath. 
“The God who helped me keep my sheep safe from lions and bears will keep me 
safe too,” David said. David went to battle Goliath with his sling and five stones. 
Goliath made fun of David, but David said, “The Lord will defeat you!” When 
David slung his sling, God made David’s stone hit Goliath right in the forehead! 
The Philistines ran away. After that, Saul asked David to serve in his palace.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God chose David to be king after Saul.
 *God gave David power to fight Goliath.
 * Jesus has power to fight sin and death.

David Was Anointed

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 16–17

STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus gives us 
victory over sin and death.
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17Great King David

1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 16. Show the 
Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God chose David to be king after Saul. God gave David power to fight 

Goliath. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death. 
[Pray.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Fairest Lord Jesus.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, 
look it up online before class.

“ Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature! 
O Thou of God and man the Son! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor. 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.”

SAY • God chose David to be king after Saul. David loved God, and God was 
with him, but a greater King was coming. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Gather “stones”
Gently place babies on their tummies. Set beanbags, balls, or rolled socks within 
arm’s reach of the babies for them to grasp. Monitor babies closely to make sure 
they are comfortable on their stomachs.
SAY • God gave David power to fight Goliath. David gathered five stones, but 

he only needed one because God was with him. JESUS IS OUR KING. 
Jesus has power to fight sin and death.

Anoint with oil
Post an allergy alert. Use a cotton ball to dab baby oil onto a baby’s hand and rub 
it in. You may also use a vinyl baby doll. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • God chose David to be king after Saul. In Bible times, a king was 

anointed with oil, which was poured on him. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 11 • Session 1

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 16. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make shield art
Cut heavyweight paper into a shield shape for each toddler. Provide stickers, 
jumbo crayons, and adhesive foam shapes for toddlers to decorate their shields. 
Write the story point on each toddler’s shield. Retell the story.
SAY • God chose David to be king after Saul. God gave David power to fight 

Goliath. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Look at a sensory box
Before class, print extra unit 11 Bible story pictures to tape to a box. Use this box 
throughout the unit. Place sensory items for toddlers to explore, such as eight 
people figures or craft sticks with smiling faces, a sealed plastic jar of oil, a foam 
sword, and a sling with paper wad “stones.” Retell the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY • David was a young boy when God chose David to be king after Saul. God 

wanted a king who would love Him. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Measure Goliath
Before class, measure 9 feet against a wall and mark it with a sticky note. Measure 
the children’s height against the same wall in comparison. You may also measure 
adult helpers to show children how big Goliath truly was. Retell the story.
SAY • David was not afraid because he trusted God. God gave David power to 

fight Goliath. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus has power to fight sin and death.

Move like an animal
Invite toddlers to move on the ground like sheep, lions, and bears. Encourage 
toddlers to make animal noises too. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God helped David keep his sheep safe from lions and bears. God gave 

David power to fight Goliath. JESUS IS OUR KING who gives victory over 
sin and death. 
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19Great King David

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: David Was Anointed
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 16–17
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Transition activity: Paint with oil
Post an allergy alert. Provide colorful construction paper for each toddler. Show 
toddlers how to dip their cotton swab in a foam plate of baby oil and paint the oil 
on their paper. Keep towels handy in case of spills. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY • God chose David to be king when David was young. Samuel the prophet put 

oil on David’s head to show he would be king. Later God gave David power 
to fight Goliath. Jesus has power to fight sin and death. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Sling stones
Place soft foam balls inside long clean socks or stockings. Demonstrate how to 
whirl the sling overhead and then release the sock to try and get it in a basket. Invite 
toddlers to sling “stones” into the basket one at a time. Make sure children have 
plenty of room. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God gave David power to fight Goliath with just a sling and a stone. David 

was not afraid because he loved and trusted God. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus 
gives us victory over sin and death.

Play with water
Provide a shallow bin with an inch of water. Give preschoolers various cups to 
practice scooping water and pouring it. Keep towels handy in case of spills.
SAY • Samuel poured oil on David’s head to show he would be king after Saul. 

JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus has power to fight sin and death.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 11 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 11 • Session 2
Great King David

Bible Story for Toddlers
God was with David when David served King Saul. People liked David, and 
Saul became angry with David. David ran away to stay safe. David and his men 
were hiding in a cave when Saul went inside it! David’s friends said, “Look, God 
said He would help you defeat your enemies.” David said, “I will not fight God’s 
king.” David was so close to Saul, he cut off the corner of Saul’s robe! David felt 
sad about what he did. David came out of the cave and said to Saul, “I am not 
against you. I did not hurt you when I had the chance.” Saul knew that God was 
with David and would make him king.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *King Saul wanted to hurt David.
 *David showed mercy to King Saul.
 * Jesus shows us mercy when we do not deserve it.

Unit 11 • Session 2 
David Showed Mercy

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 24

STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus 
to show us mercy.
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2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 24. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • David showed mercy to King Saul. Mercy is kindness that you do not 

deserve. JESUS IS OUR KING. God sent Jesus to show us mercy. [Pray.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Fairest Lord Jesus.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, 
look it up online before class.

“ Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature! 
O Thou of God and man the Son! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor. 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.”

SAY • David showed mercy to King Saul. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus shows us 
mercy when we do not deserve it. 

Make heart art
Cut a heart shape from construction paper for each baby. Write the Christ 
connection on each heart. Provide stickers and help babies stick them to the 
heart. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • King Saul wanted to hurt David. David showed mercy to King Saul and 

did not hurt him back. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus shows us mercy when 
we do not deserve it.

Play peekaboo with a blanket
Sit next to a baby in a bouncer or lying down. Use a receiving blanket or burp 
cloth to conceal your face. Lower the blanket and say, “Peekaboo, I see you!”
SAY • David hid from Saul because King Saul wanted to hurt David. David 

showed mercy to King Saul. JESUS IS OUR KING who shows us mercy.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.

© 2019 LifeWay



22 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 2

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 24. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Sing about Jesus’ love
Invite toddlers to play rhythm instruments or clap a beat as you sing “Oh, How 
I Love Jesus,” “Jesus Loves Me,” and other songs about God’s love and mercy. 
Remind toddlers that mercy is when we receive kindness we do not deserve.
SAY • David did not do anything wrong, but King Saul wanted to hurt David. 

David showed mercy to King Saul. JESUS IS OUR KING who shows mercy.

Look at a sensory box
Use the sensory box from the previous week. Place sensory items for toddlers to 
explore, such as people figures to represent David and Saul, a foam sword, a piece 
of cloth, and a flashlight one might use in a cave. Retell the Bible story as toddlers 
explore the box.
SAY • King Saul wanted to hurt David. David showed mercy to King Saul. Jesus 

shows us mercy when we do not deserve it. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Hide in a cave
Provide a large appliance box or drape a blanket over three sides of a table. Invite 
toddlers to take turns playing in the “cave.” Retell the Bible story.
SAY • King Saul wanted to hurt David. David hid in caves. David showed mercy 

to King Saul. God sent Jesus to show us mercy. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Work puzzles
Print an extra copy of the Bible story picture onto heavyweight paper. Cut it into 
four strips. Invite toddlers to work the puzzle as you point out the people in the 
picture. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • King Saul wanted to hurt David because he knew David would be king. 

JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus shows us mercy when we do not deserve it. 

© 2019 LifeWay



23Great King David

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: David Showed Mercy
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 24
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus to show us mercy.

Transition activity: Torn paper art
Provide colorful tissue paper and clear contact plastic. Tape the plastic to the table, 
sticky side up. Guide toddlers to tear pieces of the paper and stick them to the 
plastic. Older toddlers may be able to snip the paper with blunt-tipped scissors. 
Cover the finished product with another sheet of contact plastic. Write the story 
point or Christ connection on each child’s art. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • King Saul wanted to hurt David, but David showed mercy to King Saul. 

JESUS IS OUR KING. God sent Jesus to show us mercy. Mercy is when we do 
not get the punishment we deserve.

Practice the key passage
Guide toddlers to sit in a circle. Pass a toy crown around the circle as you play 
music. When the music stops, the child holding the crown will put it on his head. 
Read the key passage card and invite toddlers to cheer. Play as time allows.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus’ kingdom will 

last forever. God sent Jesus to show us mercy.

Look for David
Hide a person figure to represent David. Guide toddlers to find David. Remind 
toddlers that David hid from Saul. Play again as time allows. Briefly retell the story.
SAY • David showed mercy to King Saul. JESUS IS OUR KING who shows us 

mercy.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 11 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

God’s Covenant  
with David

Unit 11 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God made David the king of Israel after Saul. One day, King David said to 
Nathan the prophet, “I live in a nice palace, but God’s ark is in a tent!” Nathan 
said, “Do what you like because God is with you.” But God gave Nathan a 
different message for David. God said, “I did not ask you to build Me a house. 
You were a shepherd, but I made you a king over My people. When you die, your 
son will be king after you. He will build My temple. A son from your family will 
be King forever.” David praised God. He said, “Who am I, God, that You are so 
good to me? There is no one like You, God!”

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God made a special promise to David.
 *God promised to make David’s family kings.
 *God sent Jesus through David’s family.

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 6–7

STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus will be 
King over God’s people forever.

Unit 11 • Session 3
Good King David
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3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 6. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • God promised to make David’s family kings. God sent Jesus through 

David’s family. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus will be King over God’s people 
forever. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Fairest Lord Jesus.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, 
look it up online before class.

“ Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature! 
O Thou of God and man the Son! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor. 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.”

SAY • God made a special promise to David. God sent Jesus through David’s 
family. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus will be King over God’s people forever.

Build a house
Provide soft blocks for babies to stack. Make sure babies do not stack higher than 
chin height. Talk about the Bible story as they build.
SAY • David wanted to build a house for God. Instead, God made a special 

promise to David. God promised to make David’s family kings. JESUS IS 

OUR KING. God sent Jesus through David’s family.

Remember God’s promises
Sit with a baby on your lap. Look through a picture Bible or Bible storybook. 
Point out God’s promises to people, and then point to a picture of Jesus.
SAY • God promised to make David’s family kings. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus 

will be King over God’s people forever.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 11 • Session 3

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 6. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make promise art
Print and cut apart the “God’s Promises” printable. Provide construction paper. 
Help toddlers fold their paper in half. Write God keeps His promises on the front 
cover. Help toddlers glue Bible story pictures on the inside. Retell the story.
SAY • God promised to make David’s family kings. David trusted God because 

he knew God always keeps His promises. God sent Jesus through David’s 
family. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Look at a sensory box
Use the sensory box from the previous week. Place sensory items for toddlers to 
explore, such as a David figure, a toy sheep, a crown, plastic tent pegs to represent 
the tabernacle, and blocks to represent the temple. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • David was amazed at God’s kindness and His wonderful promise. God 

sent Jesus through David’s family. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Lace cards
Print and cut out the “Lacing Card” printable. Hole punch the card along the 
guiding circles. Give toddlers shoelaces or string to practice lacing the cards. Tell 
the Bible story.
SAY • God made a promise to David. God sent Jesus through David’s family. 

JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus will be King over God’s people forever!

Read in a tent
Make a tent using blankets and chairs. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers look 
at the Bible story picture or a Bible storybook inside the tent.
SAY • God did not want David to build the temple. God had an even better 

promise for David. God promised to make David’s family kings. God sent 
Jesus through David’s family too. JESUS IS OUR KING.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

 SESSION TITLE: God’s Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 6–7
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus will be King over God’s people forever.

Transition activity: Explore wool
Post an allergy alert. Provide a basket filled with wool dryer balls, scraps of wool 
fabric or quilt batting, wool slippers, and stuffed sheep for toddlers to examine. 
Remind toddlers that David was a shepherd boy before God made him king. 
SAY • David was a shepherd, but God made him king. God gave David many 

blessings, and David wanted to show God how much he loved Him. David 
wanted to build a temple for God, but God had a different plan for David. 
God promised to make David’s family kings, and God sent Jesus through 
David’s family. JESUS IS OUR KING forever!

Make king or queen videos
Tape a crown cutout to a wall at toddler’s height. Let toddlers stand in front of the 
crown. Take photos or video of the children “wearing” the crown as they repeat the 
story point. Follow your church’s security procedures for taking or posting pictures.
SAY • God promised to make David’s family kings. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus will 

be King over God’s people forever.

Keep your promises
Ask toddlers if they will help you perform certain cleanup tasks. Remind toddlers to 
keep their promises and then do what they said they would do. Thank the toddlers.
SAY • God always keeps His promises. God made a special promise to David, and 

He kept it by sending Jesus. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 11 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 9

STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Because of Jesus, 
God invites us to live with Him forever.

Unit 11 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Long before David was king, he promised to be kind to the family of Saul’s son 
Jonathan. After God had made David king, David asked, “Is there anyone still in 
Saul’s family that I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” They told David that 
Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth (meh FIB oh sheth) was alive, but his feet were hurt 
and he could not walk. David sent for Mephibosheth, who bowed to the king. 
David said, “Do not be afraid. I will give you your grandfather’s fields, and you 
will always eat at my table.” Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, and he always ate 
at the king’s table like one of King David’s own children.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *David remembered his promise to Jonathan.
 *David showed kindness to Mephibosheth.
 *One day, we will eat with Jesus at His table.

David’s Kindness

Unit 11 • Session 4
Great King David
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4

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide small Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 9. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • David showed kindness to Mephibosheth by letting him eat with his 

family at his table. JESUS IS OUR KING. One day, we will eat with Jesus at 
His table. [Pray.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Fairest Lord Jesus.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, 
look it up online before class.

“ Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature! 
O Thou of God and man the Son! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor. 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.”

SAY • JESUS IS OUR KING. One day, we will eat with Jesus at His table. Because 
of Jesus, God invites us to live with Him forever.

Make feet art
One baby at a time, gently press a baby’s foot onto a washable ink pad. Press the 
baby’s foot onto a piece of paper. Wipe her foot immediately and repeat with the 
other foot. Write the second gospel gem on each child’s paper.
SAY • David showed kindness to Mephibosheth, whose feet were hurt. JESUS IS 

OUR KING. Because of Jesus, God invites us to live with Him forever.

March with joy
Hold a baby securely in your arms as you and the other leaders march around 
the room. Play music and bounce babies gently. 
SAY • Mephibosheth could not walk and dance like we can. David showed 

kindness to Mephibosheth. Mephibosheth got to eat at David’s table. 
JESUS IS OUR KING. One day, we will eat with Jesus at His table.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 11 • Session 4

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to 
say it. Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 9. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make paper plate faces
Provide paper plates, googly eyes, crayons, glue sticks, and yarn for hair. Draw a 
happy face on each plate. Invite toddlers to decorate their faces. Retell the Bible 
story as toddlers work.
SAY • Mephibosheth did not know why David called him to the palace. David 

showed kindness to Mephibosheth. JESUS IS OUR KING. Because of Jesus, 
God invites us to live with Him forever.

Look at a sensory box
Use the sensory box from the previous week. Place sensory items for toddlers to 
explore, such as people figures to represent David and Mephibosheth, a gauze 
bandage or foot brace, toy food, and toy dishes. Retell the Bible story as toddlers 
explore the box.
SAY • David remembered his promise to Jonathan. David showed kindness to 

Mephibosheth and let him eat at the king’s table. JESUS IS OUR KING. 
One day, we will eat with Jesus at His table.

Play out a meal
Use a fancy tablecloth to set a table fit for king. Provide toy dishes and food for 
toddlers to play out eating with King David. Retell the Bible story. 
SAY • David showed kindness to Mephibosheth when he did not have to. JESUS 

IS OUR KING. Jesus showed kindness to us when He came to save us.

Examine footprints
Before class, make a few footprints using paper and a washable ink pad. Provide 
magnifying glasses for toddlers to examine your footprints. Retell the story.
SAY • David showed kindness to Mephibosheth, who had hurt feet. 

Mephibosheth ate at King David’s table. JESUS IS OUR KING. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: David’s Kindness
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 9
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Because of Jesus, God invites us to live with Him 

forever.

Transition activity: Make a play dough feast
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and food-shaped cookie cutters for toddlers to 
make foods they would serve a king. Talk about the Bible story while children play. 
SAY • David remembered his promise to Jonathan. David showed kindness to 

Mephibosheth and invited him to eat at the king’s table. JESUS IS OUR 

KING. Jesus will come back. One day, we will eat with Jesus at His table. 

Practice the story point
Play music and invite toddlers to walk in a circle, facing the same direction. When 
the music stops, guide toddlers to shout the story point with you. Repeat, this time 
walking in the opposite direction. Retell the story.
SAY • Mephibosheth could not walk very well his feet were hurt. David showed 

kindness to Mephibosheth and invited him to his table. JESUS IS OUR 

KING. Because of Jesus, God invites us to live with Him forever.

Play out family scenes
Provide dress-up clothes and other home-living items to play out family scenes. Talk 
about the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY • Jonathan and David were friends. David remembered his promise to 

Jonathan to be kind to Jonathan’s family. David showed kindness to 
Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son. JESUS IS OUR KING who shows us kindness.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 11 • Session 5

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 11 • Session 5 

Bible Story for Toddlers
One day, King David saw a woman named Bathsheba, the wife a soldier named 
Uriah. David wanted Bathsheba to be his wife. David sent Uriah to the hardest 
battle, and Uriah died. David married Bathsheba. David thought no one knew 
what he did, but God knew. Nathan told David a story about a rich man who 
had many sheep and a poor man who had one lamb that he loved. When the 
rich man had a visitor, he took the poor man’s lamb to serve at a feast. David was 
upset. “The rich man should be punished!” Nathan said to David, “You hurt 
Uriah and took his wife. You did a wrong thing!” David asked God to forgive 
him, and God forgave David. David wrote a song about God’s forgiveness.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *David made a wrong choice.
 *David asked God to forgive him, and God forgave David.
 * Jesus came to forgive us for our wrong choices.

David Sinned and 
Was Restored

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51

STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God forgives us 
when we trust in Jesus.

Unit 11 • Session 5
Great King David
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5

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 11; 
Psalm 51. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • When David made a wrong choice, David asked God to forgive him, and 

God forgave David. God forgives us when we trust in Jesus. JESUS IS 

OUR KING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Fairest Lord Jesus.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, 
look it up online before class.

“ Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature! 
O Thou of God and man the Son! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor. 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.”

SAY • JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus came to forgive us for our wrong choices. God 
forgives us when we trust in Jesus.

Look at Psalm 51
Print the “Psalm 51” printable and laminate it for each baby. Provide washable 
dry erase crayons. Supervise babies as they color over the psalm. Then wipe away 
the marks and read the verse to the babies. Repeat as time allows.
SAY • David asked God to forgive him, and God forgave David. David wrote 

a song about God’s forgiveness. God forgives us when we trust in Jesus. 
JESUS IS OUR KING.

Read books about choices
Provide picture books about making choices. Read the books to babies. You may 
also read a Bible storybook. Remind babies that David made a wrong choice.
SAY • Jesus came to forgive us for our wrong choices. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 11 • Session 5

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 11. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Count sheep
Provide several cotton balls. Give each toddler rubber-tipped tongs or clothespins 
to separate the cotton ball “sheep” into piles. Keep one cotton ball aside. Talk 
about which pile has more “sheep.” Retell the story.
SAY • Nathan told a story about sheep to show that David made a wrong choice. 

David asked God to forgive him, and God forgave David. JESUS IS OUR 

KING. Jesus came to forgive us for our wrong choices.

Sing a song about forgiveness
Sing “Jesus Loves Me,” “Just As I Am,” or the chorus of “Whiter Than Snow.” If 
you are unfamiliar with the songs, check them out online before class.
SAY • JESUS IS OUR KING. God forgives us when we trust in Jesus.

Wipe it clean
Provide small dry erase boards and dry erase crayons. Draw a sad face on the 
boards and invite toddlers to draw around the image. Then give them a paper 
towel to wipe it away. Retell the story.
SAY • David made a wrong choice, and he was very sad. David asked God to 

forgive him, and God forgave David. It was like God wiped away David’s 
wrong choice. JESUS IS OUR KING who takes away our sin.

Look at a sensory box
Use the sensory box from the previous week. Place sensory items for toddlers to 
explore, such as people figures to represent David, Nathan, and Bathsheba; toy 
sheep; and a Bible bookmarked at Psalm 51. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • David asked God to forgive him, and God forgave David. JESUS IS OUR 

KING. God forgives us when we trust in Jesus.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God forgives us when we trust in Jesus.

Transition activity: March in an army
Encourage toddlers to line up behind you and follow your movements. 
Demonstrate how to pump your arms, pick up your feet, and march around the 
room. When you stop, march in place, salute, and say the story point. Repeat 
several times. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • David made a wrong choice. David sent Uriah into the hardest part of battle, 

and Uriah died. David thought no one knew what he did, but God knew. 
David asked God to forgive him, and God forgave David. JESUS IS OUR 

KING. Jesus came to forgive us for our wrong choices.

Look for David
Print a copy of the Bible story picture and hide it in plain sight. Invite toddlers to 
look for David. Play again as time allows.
SAY • David tried to hide his wrong choice. No one knew what he did—except 

God! David asked God to forgive him, and God forgave David. JESUS IS 

OUR KING. God forgives us when we trust in Jesus.

Color with a friend
Tape paper to the floor or table so two toddlers can color a picture. Praise children 
for sharing the crayons. If a toddler has a hard time, allow him to draw on his own.
SAY • You are making the right choice to share. David made a wrong choice. 

JESUS IS OUR KING. God forgives us when we trust in Jesus.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 11 • Session 6 

Bible Story for Toddlers
In Bible times, people wrote songs called psalms to praise God. David loved God 
very much, and he wrote many of the songs in the Bible. Even when David was 
king, he remembered being a shepherd. David said, “The Lord is my shepherd; I 
have what I need. He gives me rest in green pastures. He leads me to calm water. 
He makes me feel rested and strong. He leads me on the right paths. Even when 
I face trouble, I am not afraid because You are with me. Your rod and Your staff 
protect me. Your goodness and faithful love will be with me all my life, and I will 
live in the Lord’s house forever.”

Babies Gospel Gems
 *David wrote a song about God’s kindness.
 *David said God is like a shepherd.
 *God shows His goodness and faithful love to us.

David’s Psalm

BIBLE PASSAGE: Psalm 23

STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd who died to rescue His sheep.

Unit 11 • Session 6
Great King David
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6

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Psalm 23. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • David wrote a song about God’s kindness. David said God is like a 

shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who died to rescue His sheep. 
JESUS IS OUR KING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Fairest Lord Jesus.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, 
look it up online before class.

“ Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature! 
O Thou of God and man the Son! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor. 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.”

SAY • David wrote a song about God’s kindness. God shows His goodness and 
faithful love to us through Jesus. JESUS IS OUR KING. 

Make shakers
Pour jingle bells, unpopped popcorn kernels, or dried rice into medicine bottles. 
Seal the bottles with duct tape. Guide babies to shake the jars as you play music 
or sing “Jesus Loves Me.” Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • David wrote a song about God’s kindness. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Take a nature walk
If weather permits, take the babies outside in a stroller to a grassy, shaded area. 
Talk about the Bible story, and then return to class.
SAY • David wrote a song about God’s kindness. David said God is like a 

shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who died to rescue His sheep. 
JESUS IS OUR KING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 11 • Session 6

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Psalm 23. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make sheep art
Print a “Sheep” printable for each toddler. Provide glue sticks and cotton balls 
for toddlers to stick the cotton balls to the sheep. Write the Christ connection on 
each child’s art and set it aside to dry. Retell the story.
SAY • David said God is like a shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who died to 

rescue His sheep. JESUS IS OUR KING who loves us.

Play with water
Set out a shallow bin with an inch of water. Give each toddler a plastic sheep 
figure and guide her to lead the sheep to the water for a drink. Retell the story.
SAY • David said God is like a shepherd. God shows His goodness and faithful 

love to us. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Look at a sensory box
Use the sensory box from the previous week. Place sensory items for toddlers to 
explore, such as people figures to represent David, a toy sheep, sealed containers 
of water and fresh grass, a small sealed jar of oil, and a Bible bookmarked at 
Psalm 23. Retell the Bible story as toddlers explore the box.
SAY • David wrote a song about God’s kindness. God shows His goodness and 

faithful love to us through Jesus. JESUS IS OUR KING. 

Gather sheep
Give each toddler an empty paper towel tube. Scatter rolled socks on the ground. 
Guide toddlers to “herd” the sheep into a tape circle pen. Retell the story.
SAY • David wrote a song about God’s kindness. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus is the 

Good Shepherd who died to rescue His sheep.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: David’s Psalm
BIBLE PASSAGE: Psalm 23
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13a
STORY POINT: Jesus is our King.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is the Good Shepherd who died to rescue 

His sheep.

Transition activity: Paint to a song
Provide painting smocks, heavyweight paper, small cups of water, paintbrushes, and 
watercolor paints. Play soft music as toddlers paint. Read Psalm 23 and talk about 
the Bible story as toddlers work. Write the story point or Christ connection on each 
child’s artwork and set it aside to dry.
SAY • David loved God very much. David wrote a song about God’s kindness. 

David said God is like a shepherd. God shows His goodness and faithful love 
to us every day. God sent Jesus because He loves us. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Follow the right path
Use colorful masking tape to make a path on the floor for toddlers to follow. Talk 
about how shepherds lead sheep on safe, good paths. Retell the story.
SAY • David said God is like a shepherd. A shepherd takes care of His sheep and 

makes sure they do not wander into danger. JESUS IS OUR KING.

Look at nature items
Before class, gather clear CD cases and fill them with grass, clover, dandelions, and 
alfalfa (if available). Post an allergy alert. Seal the CD cases with duct tape. Guide 
toddlers to look at the greenery with magnifying glasses. Retell the story.
SAY • David said God is like a shepherd. Shepherds help sheep find good pastures 

to eat. Jesus is our Shepherd, and JESUS IS OUR KING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 12: Wise King Solomon

Session 1:
Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2–3
Story Point: God gave Solomon 
wisdom. 

Session 2: 
Wisdom for God’s People
Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs
Story Point: Wisdom is loving 
God and obeying His Word.

Session 3:
Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8
Story Point: God’s people built 
Him a temple.

Session 4:
The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 11–12
Story Point: God divided Israel 
into two kingdoms.

Unit Description:
Solomon ruled Israel with great wisdom that God had given him, and 
he obeyed God when he built the temple. Despite his wisdom, Solomon 
sinned and his sin led to the nation of Israel being divided into two 
kingdoms. Solomon reminds us of our need for Jesus, the sinless King who 
is true wisdom.

Key Passage: 
James 1:5a

Big Picture Question: 
What does God know? God knows 
everything.

The Kingdom Divided
God divided Israel into two kingdoms.

Solomon Built the Temple
God’s people built Him a temple.

Wisdom for God’s People 
Wisdom is loving God and obeying 
His Word.

Solomon Asked for Wisdom
God gave Solomon wisdom.

Unit 12 Overview
The Gospel Project for Preschool 
© 2019 LifeWay OK to Print 



40 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 12 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 12 • Session 1
Wise King Solomon

Unit 12 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
King David had many sons, but God chose Solomon to be king after David. 
David told Solomon, “Love God and obey Him. God will keep His special 
promise to our family.” David died, and Solomon became king. One night while 
Solomon dreamed, God said, “Solomon, ask for anything you want, and I will 
give it to you.” Solomon said, “God, please give me wisdom so I can lead Your 
people. Help me know what is right and wrong.” God was happy with Solomon’s 
choice. God made Solomon very wise—he was the wisest man in the world. God 
also gave Solomon what he did not ask for: money, power, and peace. God was 
with Solomon like He had been with David.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *King Solomon asked God to make him wise.
 *God gave Solomon wisdom to lead God’s people.
 *Wisdom is loving God and obeying His words.

Solomon Asked  
for Wisdom

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2–3

STORY POINT: God knows everything.

KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is wise 
because He is God the Son.
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1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 2. Show the 
Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God gave Solomon wisdom to lead God’s people. Wisdom is loving God 

and obeying His words. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus is wise because 
He is God the Son. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:

“ If you wanna know what’s right and wrong, just look in your Bible! 
God knows everything, God knows everything, God knows everything! 
His Word will give you wisdom.”

SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. God is good, and He always does what is 
right. Wisdom is loving God and obeying His words.

Look at Bibles
Before class, gather a picture book, a Bible storybook, and a hand-size Bible. 
Look at the books with babies. Give each baby a chance to hold the Bible. Tell 
each baby that the Bible is the most important book.
SAY • God gave Solomon wisdom to lead God’s people. Wisdom is loving God 

and obeying His words in the Bible. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus is 
wise because He is God the Son. 

Talk on telephones
Provide toy telephones, PVC pipes, or old phones for babies to play with. 
Pretend to talk to babies on the telephones. Keep wipes handy to sanitize the 
phones between uses. Make sure phones do not have small parts.
SAY • God spoke to King Solomon in a dream. King Solomon asked God to 

make him wise. Wisdom is loving God and obeying His words. GOD 

KNOWS EVERYTHING!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 12 • Session 1

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 2. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make a WISDOM mobile
Print and cut apart the “Wisdom Mobile” printable for each child. Hole punch 
each of the hole marks. Invite toddlers to decorate the Bible verse cards with 
crayons or stickers. Read the verses to the children. Thread the verse cards 
together with yarn, and then tie them to the wisdom card. 
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. God gave Solomon wisdom to lead God’s 

people. Wisdom is loving God and obeying His words. Jesus is wise 
because He is God the Son.

Take a nature walk
Use a stroller or walking rope to take children on a nature walk to a safe area 
outside. Invite toddlers to point out any animals, plants, rocks, or other items 
toddlers see. Talk about how Solomon studied the world God made.
SAY • King Solomon asked God for wisdom. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING, and 

He knows how life works best. Jesus is wise because He is God the Son.

Play a matching game
Print two copies of the “Wisdom Matching Cards” printable and cut them apart. 
Mix up the cards and arrange them faceup in a grid. Encourage toddlers to find 
matches. Read the Bible verses on the cards.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. God gave Solomon wisdom to lead God’s 

people. Solomon wrote down wise sayings in the Bible.

Sleep and wake
Instruct toddlers to close their eyes and pretend to sleep. When you count to 
three, invite them to “wake up.” Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. King Solomon asked God for wisdom.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Asked for Wisdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2–3
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a
STORY POINT: God knows everything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is wise because He is God the Son.

Transition activity: Practice the story point
Invite toddlers to sit with you in a circle. Teach them a simple fingerplay to practice 
the story point. Point upward when you say God, touch your head when you 
say knows, and sweep your arm in an arch as you say everything. Repeat until the 
toddlers can perform the motions by themselves. 
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. God told Solomon that he could ask for 

anything and God would give it to him. King Solomon asked God to make 
him wise. Wisdom is loving God and obeying His words. Jesus is wise 
because He is God the Son.

Make choices
Provide colored balls and matching buckets. Invite toddlers to choose which ball to 
throw into the bucket. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. God gave each person a mind to think and 

choose. God gave Solomon wisdom to lead God’s people. 

Play “Prince, Prince, King”
Play a variation of “Duck, Duck, Goose” but instead guide children to say “Prince, 
prince, king!” Play until each child has a turn. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY • Solomon was a young man when he became king. King Solomon asked God 

to make him wise. God gave Solomon wisdom to lead God’s people. GOD 

KNOWS EVERYTHING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 12 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 12 • Session 2
Wise King Solomon

Unit 12 • Session 2 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God made King Solomon very wise. People came from all over to learn from 
Solomon, and they knew God was with him. Solomon wrote down many wise 
sayings called proverbs. Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from God. He said, 
“Trust in the Lord. Do not try to do things your way.” When people listen to 
God’s wisdom, they make good choices. When people make wrong choices, God 
corrects them like a loving Father. Solomon looked at the world around him and 
wrote that life works best when people obey God’s words. He said, “In the end, 
love God and obey Him.” 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God made Solomon very wise.
 *Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from loving God.
 * Jesus always did what was wise and good.

Wisdom for God’s 
People

BIBLE PASSAGE: Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; 
Song of Songs

STORY POINT: God knows everything.

KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus spoke with 
wisdom that came from God.
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2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to the Book of 
Proverbs. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God made Solomon very wise. Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from 

loving God. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING, and He knows how life works 
best. Jesus always did what was wise and good. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:

“ If you wanna know what’s right and wrong, just look in your Bible! 
God knows everything, God knows everything, God knows everything! 
His Word will give you wisdom.”

SAY • Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from loving God. GOD KNOWS 

EVERYTHING. Jesus spoke with wisdom that came from God.

Make wise art
Before class, collect magazines, old books, manuals, and other texts and cut them 
into strips or squares. Write Wisdom comes from loving God on construction paper 
for each baby. Help her glue paper strips or squares around the message. 
SAY • Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from loving God. GOD KNOWS 

EVERYTHING, and His Word shows us how life works best. Jesus spoke 
with wisdom that came from God.

Care for babies
Provide vinyl baby dolls for babies to cuddle. Talk about how God loves us like a 
wise Father. Read Proverbs 3:12 to babies from your Bible.
SAY • God made Solomon very wise. Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from 

loving God. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus always did what was wise 
and good.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.

© 2019 LifeWay



46 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 12 • Session 2

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to 
say it. Open your Bible to the Book of Proverbs. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Play out family scenes
Provide a dollhouse and people figures for toddlers to play out family scenes. Read 
Proverbs 3:12 to toddlers as they play. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from 

loving God. God is our Father who loves us and teaches us what is right.

Play a musical game
Play music as toddlers walk in a circle in one direction. After a few seconds, stop 
the music. Guide toddlers to walk the other way as the music resumes. Play as 
time allows, varying the time children face each direction. Read Proverbs 16:9.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. The Bible says God leads us where He wants 

us to go. Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from loving God.

Follow the path
Use painter’s tape or yarn in primary colors to make three interwoven paths on 
the floor. Invite toddlers to walk on a path of their choice. When you call out a 
color, children must follow that path instead. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from loving God. GOD KNOWS 

EVERYTHING. When we trust God, the Bible says He will help us choose 
to take the right path.

Compare books
Display a picture book and the Bible. Talk about what each is used for. Ask 
toddlers to tap a book that they think will give them information about Jesus. 
Hold up the Bible. Read the key passage card.
SAY • These books are helpful, but only the Bible has God’s true words. GOD 

KNOWS EVERYTHING. The Bible shows us what God says is wise and 
good. Jesus always did what was wise and good.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Wisdom for God’s People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a
STORY POINT: God knows everything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus spoke with wisdom that came from God.

Transition activity: Write with chalk
If weather permits, take toddlers outside to a safe location so they can practice 
“writing” with sidewalk chalk. Use a large sheet of dark paper taped to the wall or 
table if you must stay indoors. As toddlers write, talk about the Bible story.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. God made Solomon very wise. Wisdom is 

knowing what is right and wrong. Solomon wrote that wisdom comes from 
loving God. Jesus spoke with wisdom that came from God. 

Drive in sand
Place a large plastic bin with clean play sand on a drop cloth. Give toddlers 
transportation toys. Point out the tracks the wheels make as children play. Talk 
about how the tracks show the vehicle’s path. Read Proverbs 3:5-6 to the children.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING because He is in charge of everything He made. 

The Bible says God will make our paths straight, or show us what is right 
and good. Jesus always did what was wise and good.

A time for everything
Use a smart phone or kitchen timer to give toddlers 10 seconds to be loud and silly, 
and then 10 seconds to be quiet and still. Play again as time allows, and then read 
Ecclesiastes 3:1,7.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. God made Solomon very wise. Solomon wrote 

that wisdom comes from loving God.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 12 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 12 • Session 3
Wise King Solomon

Unit 12 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
King Solomon began building a temple for God. God said to Solomon, “If you 
obey Me, I will keep My promise to live with My people.” Solomon used many 
workers to build the temple, and they did a good job. It took seven years to build 
the temple, and it was beautiful. When it was time to bring the ark of God into 
the temple, the people praised God. Solomon said, “There is no one like You, 
God. When we pray to You and bring gifts to You, hear and forgive us.” Solomon 
told the people, “Love God and obey Him with your whole heart.”

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Solomon built a temple for God.
 *Solomon told the people to love God with all their heart.
 *Because of Jesus, we can worship God everywhere.

Solomon Built  
the Temple

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8

STORY POINT: God knows everything.

KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: When we trust 
in Jesus, He is with us forever.
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3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 6. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • Solomon built a temple for God. Solomon told the people to love God 

with all their heart. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:

“ If you wanna know what’s right and wrong, just look in your Bible! 
God knows everything, God knows everything, God knows everything! 
His Word will give you wisdom.”

SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING, and He knows how life works best. God 
wants to be with us. When we trust in Jesus, He is with us forever! 
Because of Jesus, we can worship God everywhere.

Wave scarves
Provide several colorful scarves for babies to wave as you play music. Talk about 
how people praised God when Solomon built the temple.
SAY • Solomon built a temple for God. People came to give gifts to God at the 

temple. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. When we trust in Jesus, He is with 
us forever.

Build with blocks
Provide soft blocks for babies to stack or line up. Make sure babies do not stack 
higher than chin height. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Solomon built a temple for God. Solomon told the people to love God 

with all their heart. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Because of Jesus, we can 
worship God everywhere.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 12 • Session 3

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 6. Show the 
Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Make patterns
Print the “Temple Template” printable for each toddler. Provide construction 
paper and glue. Invite toddlers to glue the pictures to the temple outline. Write 
the story point on each page. Talk about the story.
SAY • Solomon built a temple for God just the way God told him to. GOD 

KNOWS EVERYTHING. The inside of the temple was beautiful. Palm trees, 
flowers, and other items decorated the temple. 

Look for gold
Wrap toy dishes or small blocks in gold wrapping paper and hide them in plain 
sight. Encourage toddlers to look for the gold. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY • Solomon built a temple for God. The temple had gold on the inside to 

make it beautiful like God wanted. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING.

Make a joyful noise
Put nails, nuts and bolts, washers, or other hardware items in water bottles. Seal 
the water bottles with duct tape. Say the story point or key passage and invite 
toddlers to cheer and shake the bottles. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • People were happy when the temple was complete. Solomon told the 

people to love God with all their heart. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING.

Practice the key passage
Cut the key passage card into a heart shape. Pass the key passage card to the child 
on your right. Demonstrate how she may hold the card to her heart while you say 
it. Keep the card moving around the circle. Retell the story.
SAY • Solomon told the people to love God with all their heart. GOD KNOWS 

EVERYTHING. When we need wisdom, we can ask Him!
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a
STORY POINT: God knows everything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: When we trust in Jesus, He is with us forever.

Transition activity: Build with shapes
Tape clear contact plastic sticky side out to a table or wall at a toddler’s height. Show 
the “Temple Template” printable. Provide several shape cutouts for toddlers to stick 
to the contact plastic. Guide toddlers to make a temple. Retell the story.
SAY • For a very long time, God was with His people in a tent. Solomon built 

a temple for God. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Because of Jesus, we can 
worship God everywhere. When we trust in Jesus, He is with us forever!

Follow directions
Give each toddler a block, a piece of paper, and a toy hammer. Give simple 
directions one at a time and encourage toddlers to do what you say. For example, 
you may say “Hammer the block,” and the toddlers will mimic hammering the 
block. Vary the instructions and play as time allows.
SAY • Solomon built a temple for God, but he did not build whatever he wanted. 

GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING, and Solomon built the temple just the way 
God wanted it. Because of Jesus, we can worship God everywhere!

Look at books about houses
Provide books about houses for people and habitats for animals. Talk about the 
Bible story. Remind toddlers that God does not live in a house like we do.
SAY • Solomon built a temple for God, but God does not need a house. GOD 

KNOWS EVERYTHING. Because of Jesus, we can worship God everywhere.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 12 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 12 • Session 4
Wise King Solomon

Unit 12 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God gave Solomon wisdom, but Solomon still made wrong choices. He stopped 
worshiping God. God told Solomon, “Since you turned away from Me, I 
will split your kingdom when your son is king.” After Solomon died, his son 
Rehoboam became king. The people said to Rehoboam, “We will serve you if 
you make our work easier.” Instead, Rehoboam said he would make the people 
work even harder! The people turned against Rehoboam, and Israel was divided. 
The bigger, northern part was called Israel. The smaller, southern part was called 
Judah. Rehoboam became the king of Judah.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom.
 *People from David’s family were kings of Judah.
 * Jesus was born into David and Solomon’s family.

The Kingdom Divided

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12

STORY POINT: God knows everything.

KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is a perfect 
King who brings people together.
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4

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 11. Show the 
Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom, but God still kept His promise to 

David. People from David’s family were kings of Judah. GOD KNOWS 

EVERYTHING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:

“ If you wanna know what’s right and wrong, just look in your Bible! 
God knows everything, God knows everything, God knows everything! 
His Word will give you wisdom.”

SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. Jesus 
is a perfect King who brings people together.

Make heart art
Cut clear contact plastic into a heart shape for each baby. Tape the heart 
sticky side up to the floor or table in front of her. Help her stick torn pieces of 
construction paper or tissue paper to the heart. Seal the artwork with contact 
plastic and trim the excess. Write the Christ connection or story point.
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. People from David’s family were 

kings of Judah. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus was born into David 
and Solomon’s family.

Play kingly/queenly peekaboo
Tape a yellow crown-shaped cutout to a nonbreaking mirror. Turn the mirror 
facedown as you hold a baby on your lap. Turn it faceup and position the mirror 
so it looks like he is wearing a crown. Play with each baby.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus is a perfect King who brings people 

together.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to 
say it. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 11. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Sing songs about God
Encourage toddlers to sing with you as you sing songs about God’s love, such as 
“Oh, How I Love Jesus,” “Jesus Loves Me,” and “God Is So Good.”
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. Jesus 

is a perfect King who brings people together.

Divide the kingdom
Write the names of the twelve tribes on individual craft sticks. Help toddlers 
count the sticks as you name each tribe. Write Israel on one cup and Judah on 
another cup. Help toddlers put the tribe of Judah in its cup and the other tribes 
in the other cup. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. Only Judah and Benjamin stayed 

with King Rehoboam. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus was born into 
David and Solomon’s family in Judah.

Work really hard
Lead the toddlers through simple exercises, such as jumping with both feet, 
running in place, and curling their biceps while you count to 10. Tell the story.
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. When his son Rehoboam was king, 

Rehoboam made the people work too hard. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. 
People from David’s family were kings of Judah, the smaller kingdom.

Perform experiments
Provide scraps of paper, lightweight fabric, and thicker fabric or paper. Guide 
toddlers to experiment to see which items tears the best. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom, but 

God kept His promise to David’s family. People from David’s family were 
kings of Judah.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a
STORY POINT: God knows everything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is a perfect King who brings people together.

Transition activity: Play with play dough
Invite toddlers to make anything they want to make with the play dough. Talk 
about what toddlers make and why they wanted to make it. Retell the story.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. He made us able to make choices. Sometimes 

we make right choices and sometimes we sin. King Solomon’s sin split the 
kingdom. Jesus is a perfect King who brings people together.

Roll a ball
Guide toddlers to sit in a circle. Read the key passage card. Encourage toddlers to 
roll a ball to a friend. Every time the ball changes hands, say a word from the key 
passage. When you catch the ball, say the whole key passage.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that we can ask God for wisdom. GOD KNOWS 

EVERYTHING, and He knows how life works best. Solomon did what he 
thought was best, but he sinned. King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom.

Clean the room
Give toddlers clean washcloths to help you dust the room. Assign other toddlers the 
task of cleaning up toys or picking up trash. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. When his son Rehoboam was king, 

Rehoboam made the people work too hard. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. 
People from David’s family were kings of Judah, the smaller kingdom.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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