
Unit 7: Wandering in the Wilderness

Session 1:
 Joshua and Caleb 
 Numbers 13–14
 Story Point: Joshua and Caleb 
trusted God.

Session 2: 
 The Bronze Snake 
 Numbers 20–21
 Story Point: God told His people 
to look at the bronze snake.

Session 3:
 Balaam and Balak 
 Numbers 22–24
 Story Point: Balaam blessed God’s 
people.

Session 4:
 Moses’ Farewell
 Deuteronomy 31–34
 Story Point: Moses reminded the 
people of God’s promise.

Unit Description:
Israel doubted and disobeyed God, yet God still planned to bless them. God 
was with His people as they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. Finally, 
He led them back to the promised land. God later sent Jesus so that even 
disobedient doubters can trust in Him and receive His promised eternal 
rest.

Key Passage: 
 Proverbs 3:5

Big Picture Question: 
 What does it mean to sin? To 
sin is to go against God and His 
commands.
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Moses’ Farewell
Moses reminded the people of God’s 
promise.

Balaam and Balak
Balaam blessed God’s people.

The Bronze Snake 
God told His people to look at the 
bronze snake.

Joshua and Caleb
Joshua and Caleb trusted God.
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6 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 7 • Session 1
Wandering in the Wilderness

Joshua and Caleb
Unit 7 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God’s people reached the promised land. God told Moses to send 12 men to see 
what the land was like and if the people who lived there were strong. Twelve men 
went to look at the land. The land was very good, filled with pomegranates, figs, 
and grapes. But 10 of the men were afraid of the people who lived there, and they 
did not want to go in! Joshua and Caleb were not afraid. Caleb said, “God is with 
us! Do not be afraid!” The people would not listen. The people did not trust God 
to give them the land, so God made them walk in the wilderness for 40 years. 
Only Joshua, Caleb, and the Israelite children would go into the promised land.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Twelve men went to look at the promised land.
 * Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the land.
 *God forgives us when we trust in Jesus.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 13–14

STORY POINT: We can trust God.

KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus trusted 
God’s plan to save us from sin.

© 2018  LifeWay



7Wandering in the Wilderness

1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Numbers 13. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: Twelve men went to look at the promised land. Joshua and Caleb trusted 

God to give His people the land, but the others did not. Trusting God 
is a right, good choice! WE CAN TRUST GOD because God is good. God 
forgives us when we trust in Jesus. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good”:

“ We can trust God, we can trust God, we can trust God! 
*God loves you and me.”

*Substitute God’s commands are good and God sent Jesus in subsequent rounds. 
SAY: WE CAN TRUST GOD. Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people 

the land. Jesus trusted God’s plan to save us from sin. God forgives us 
when we trust in Jesus.

Build with blocks
Help babies build a wall with foam blocks. Place favorite toys or people figures 
inside the wall. Encourage babies to play as you briefly review the story.
SAY: Twelve men went to look at the promised land. The cities in the land had 

walls. Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the land. WE 

CAN TRUST GOD. God forgives us when we trust in Jesus.

Go on a nature walk
Provide a stroller to take babies on a nature walk, pointing out buildings, plants, 
and people. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: Twelve men went to look at the promised land. Joshua and Caleb trusted 

God to give His people the land. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.

© 2018  LifeWay



8 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 1

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Numbers 13. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make binoculars
Cut empty paper towel tubes in half for each toddler. Tape the tubes together to 
make simple binoculars. Invite toddlers to decorate their binoculars with stickers. 
Review the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: Twelve men went to look at the promised land. Joshua and Caleb trusted 

God to give His people the land. The others did not. They made a wrong 
choice. God forgives us when we trust in Jesus. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Pick grapes
Cut a purple or green pool noodle into 1-inch circles. Tape contact plastic sticky 
side out to the wall at toddler’s height. Stick the “grapes” to the contact paper in a 
bunch. Invite toddlers to pick the grapes as you review the Bible story.
SAY: Twelve men went to look at the promised land. Moses told them to bring 

back fruit from the land, and they brought grapes. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Look at nature items
Post an allergy alert. Place items from the Bible story—honeycomb, grapes, figs, 
and pomegranates—in sealed containers for toddlers to examine. You may let 
toddlers touch or smell the items one at a time with supervision.
SAY: Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the land. It was a good 

land with lots of food. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Count to 12
Draw a sad face on 10 craft sticks and a happy face on 2. Place the craft sticks in 
a cup. Invite toddlers to take the “spies” out of the cup one at a time as you count 
to 12. Point out the two happy faces.
SAY: Only two men—Joshua and Caleb—trusted God’s plan. Later, Jesus trusted 

God’s plan to save us from sin. WE CAN TRUST GOD too. 

© 2018  LifeWay



9Wandering in the Wilderness

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Joshua and Caleb
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 13–14
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a
STORY POINT: We can trust God.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus trusted God’s plan to save us from sin.

Transition activity: Make paint dauber grape art
Provide painting smocks to protect clothing. Invite toddlers to use green, red, or 
purple washable paint daubers to dot grapes on paper. Some toddlers may be able 
to put them in a cluster, but it’s OK if the grapes are “scattered” across the page too. 
Write the story point on each child’s paper.
SAY: Twelve men went to look at the promised land and found fruit! Joshua and 

Caleb trusted God to give His people the land. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Going to look at the land
Invite toddlers to sit with you in a circle. Begin a pat-pat, clap-clap rhythm as you 
pretend to lead the children to scout the promised land. Make simple hand gestures 
as you look at the land (look through pretend binoculars), gather grapes (hoist them 
on your shoulder), sneak through the city (put a finger to lips), and so forth. Make 
sure the scouts give a bad report (cross arms and shake head). 
SAY: WE CAN TRUST GOD. Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the 

land. Jesus trusted God’s plan to save us from sin.

Capture the fruit
Place a toy fruit on a table. Invite toddlers to take turns trying to get the fruit before 
you tag them. Play as time allows, and briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Twelve men went to look at the promised land. They took some fruit. They 

did not trust God, but Joshua and Caleb did. WE CAN TRUST GOD too.
 
Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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10 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Bible Story for Toddlers
God’s people walked in the desert for 40 years. They grumbled because they had 
no water. God told Moses and Aaron to talk to a rock to make water come out. 
Moses hit the rock with his staff instead. The water came out of the rock, but 
God said Moses and Aaron could not enter the promised land. Then the people 
grumbled about food! God sent snakes to the people. God told Moses to make 
a snake out of bronze and put it on a pole. Whenever the people looked at the 
bronze snake, God healed them. Many years later, Jesus said that He would be 
lifted up like the bronze snake on the pole. All people who look to Jesus to rescue 
them will be saved.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God did not leave His people when they complained.
 *God healed His people.
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Unit 7 • Session 2 
The Bronze Snake

BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20–21

STORY POINT: We can trust God.

KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: We look to Jesus 
to save us and bring us back to God.

Unit 7 • Session 2
Wandering in the Wilderness

© 2018  LifeWay



11Wandering in the Wilderness

2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Numbers 20. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: God did not leave His people when they complained. Instead, God healed 

His people! WE CAN TRUST GOD. We look to Jesus to bring us back to 
God. God sent Jesus because He loves us. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good”:

“ We can trust God, we can trust God, we can trust God! 
*God loves you and me.”

*Substitute God’s commands are good and God sent Jesus in subsequent rounds. 
SAY: God’s people did not trust God to take care of them in the wilderness. God 

did not leave His people when they complained. WE CAN TRUST GOD. 
God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Make bronze snakes
Draw a snake shape on heavyweight paper and cut it out for each baby. Put it in 
a ziplock bag. Squirt bronze or copper glitter paint into the bag and seal it with 
duct tape. Babies will squeeze the bag to distribute the paint. Remove the art. 
When dry, glue each snake to a piece of paper and write the story point on it.
SAY: God healed His people when they looked at the bronze snake. We look to 

Jesus to bring us back to God. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Play with chains
Connect yellow or orange teething rings. Guide babies to shake them and slide 
them around a cardboard tube as you say the gospel gems.
SAY: God did not leave His people when they complained. WE CAN TRUST 

GOD. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.

© 2018  LifeWay



12 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 2

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card. Open your Bible to Numbers 20. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Play pick up snakes
Before class, bend several colorful chenille craft stems into S shapes. Tape any ends 
that might have exposed wires. Mix up the stems into a large pile. One at a time, 
toddlers will try to grab a snake from the pile without hooking another snake. 
Continue until toddlers untangle all the snakes.
SAY: God did not leave His people when they complained. God healed His 

people when they looked at the bronze snake. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Practice the key passage
Place the key passage card in a Bible at Proverbs 3:5. Play music and invite 
toddlers to walk around the room. When you stop the music, call for the children 
to look at you as you open the Bible. Read the key passage. Encourage older 
toddlers to say it after you.
SAY: Like people looked at the snake, we look to Jesus to save us and bring us 

back to God. Our key passage reminds us that WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Touch snake skin
Before class, gather faux or real snake skin for toddlers to touch. If you use real 
snake skin, post an allergy alert and keep hand sanitizer nearby. You may also 
show images of snakes from the Internet.
SAY: God did not leave His people when they complained. God healed His 

people when they looked at the bronze snake. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Play out a doctor’s office
Provide toy doctor’s kits, gauze bandages, baby dolls, and dress-up clothes for 
children to play out a doctor’s office. Review the story as toddlers play.
SAY: God healed His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD. We know that God sent Jesus 

because He loves us.

© 2018  LifeWay



13Wandering in the Wilderness

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Bronze Snake
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20–21
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a
STORY POINT: We can trust God.
CHRIST CONNECTION: We look to Jesus to save us and bring us back to God.

Transition activity: Make play dough snakes
Demonstrate to toddlers how to use their hands and a smooth surface to roll play 
dough “snakes.” You may provide craft sticks for toddlers to wrap their snakes 
around to resemble the snake on the pole. Briefly review the story as toddlers play.
SAY: While they walked in the wilderness, God’s people complained. All of their 

grumbling showed they did not trust God. But God did not leave His 
people when they complained. God healed His people when they looked at 
the bronze snake. We look to Jesus to save us and bring us back to God. WE 

CAN TRUST GOD. 

Play follow-the-leader
Play upbeat music and walk around the room, encouraging the toddlers to imitate 
your movements. After a few moments, stop the music and review the story.
SAY: To play our game, you had to look at me to see what I would do. When God’s 

people did not trust Him, He sent snakes to them. But God healed His 
people when they looked at the bronze snake. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Hit rocks for water
Place smooth, hand-sized stones on the floor. Invite toddlers to take turns hitting 
the rocks with a pool noodle to try to make water come out. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: When God’s people complained, Moses hit a rock to make water come out. 

God did not leave His people when they complained. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.

© 2018  LifeWay



14 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 7 • Session 3
Wandering in the Wilderness

Unit 7 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
King Balak of Moab wanted Balaam to speak against Israel. God said to Balaam, 
“Go, but only say what I tell you.” So Balaam rode his donkey to the king. God 
sent an angel to stand in his way. Balaam could not see the angel, but his donkey 
could. Three times, she tried to stop. Three times, Balaam hit her. Then God let 
her talk! She said, “Why are you hitting me?” God let Balaam see the angel. The 
angel said, “Your donkey saved your life. Go with the men, but only speak God’s 
words.” Balaam said God’s words—blessings for God’s people—and the king was 
angry. Balaam had one last message: “A star will come from Jacob, and a king will 
rise from Israel.” Balaam’s last message was about Jesus!

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Balak wanted Balaam to speak against Israel.
 *Balaam could only bless God’s people.
 *Balaam said that God would send His people a King.

Balaam and Balak

BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 22–24

STORY POINT: We can trust God.

KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: No one can take 
away God’s blessings from His people.

© 2018  LifeWay



15Wandering in the Wilderness

3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Numbers 22. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: Balak wanted Balaam to speak against Israel, but God did not allow that 

to happen. Balaam could only bless God’s people. No one can take away 
God’s blessings from His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good”:

“ We can trust God, we can trust God, we can trust God! 
*God loves you and me.”

*Substitute God’s commands are good and God sent Jesus in subsequent rounds. 
SAY: Balak wanted Balaam to speak against Israel, but no one can take away 

God’s blessings from His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Read about God’s promises
Use a Bible storybook to read God’s promises to Abraham and Moses. Show the 
Bible story picture and briefly review today’s story.
SAY: Balaam could only bless God’s people. Balaam said that God would send 

His people a King. WE CAN TRUST GOD to keep His promises.

Take a donkey ride
Sit with a baby on your lap, facing you. Support his underarms as you gently 
bounce him at varying speeds. Make donkey sounds and then say the story point 
in a donkey voice.
SAY: Balak wanted Balaam to speak against Israel. God made Balaam’s donkey 

talk! Then Balaam could only bless God’s people. No one can take away 
God’s blessings from His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 7 • Session 3

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card. Open your Bible to Numbers 22. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make donkey ears
Provide long construction paper strips and gray donkey ear cutouts for each 
toddler. Help toddlers glue their donkey ears onto the strips. When the glue dries, 
size the strips to each toddler’s head and tape them. Guide toddlers to say the 
story point as if they were Balaam’s donkey. Retell the story.
SAY: Balak wanted Balaam to speak against Israel, so Balaam rode his donkey to 

Balak. On the way, the donkey talked! God said Balaam could only bless 
God’s people. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Say only good things
Invite toddlers to come to you one at a time. Praise each toddler for how 
uniquely God created her. Consider blessing each child with Scripture, such as 
Numbers 6:24-26; Psalm 115:15; and 3 John 1:2.
SAY: Balak wanted Balaam to speak against Israel, but no one can take away 

God’s blessings from His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD!

Look for a star and crown
Post an allergy alert before class. Fill a plastic bin halfway with dried corn kernels 
or rice. Hide a star-shaped cutout and a crown cutout in the bin and invite 
toddlers to search for them. Keep towels handy to clean up spills.
SAY: Balaam could only bless God’s people. Balaam said that God would send 

His people a King—like a star in Israel. That King is Jesus! WE CAN 

TRUST GOD.

Ride donkeys
Encourage toddlers to pretend to ride a donkey with a pool noodle, hobby horse, 
or their imaginations. Lead children to make donkey noises. Retell the story.
SAY: Balaam could only bless God’s people. WE CAN TRUST GOD. 

© 2018  LifeWay



17Wandering in the Wilderness

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Balaam and Balak
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 22–24
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a
STORY POINT: We can trust God.
CHRIST CONNECTION: No one can take away God’s blessings from His people.

Transition activity: Pin the tail on the donkey
Draw a donkey on a large sheet of paper and tape it to the wall at toddler’s height. 
Cut a strip of gray construction paper to serve as the donkey’s tail. Place a roll of 
tape on one end of the tail. Encourage toddlers to stick the tail on the donkey one 
at a time. (For toddlers, where the tail goes can be open to interpretation.) Retell the 
Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: King Balak wanted Balaam to speak against Israel. Balaam rode his donkey to 

the king, and God made his donkey talk! God said that Balaam could only 
bless God’s people. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Make silly sounds
Provide nonbreaking hand mirrors for toddlers to examine their mouths as they 
make silly faces and sounds. Older toddlers may say the key passage or story point 
with you in a silly voice. Briefly retell the story.
SAY: Balak wanted him to say something bad against Israel, but Balaam could only 

bless God’s people. No one can take away God’s blessings from His people. 
WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Dress up like a king/queen
Collect toy jewels, crowns, scepters, and other royal items for dress-up. Tell the story 
as toddlers play. Remind toddlers that Balaam said God would send a King—Jesus!
SAY: Balaam said that God would send His people a King. WE CAN TRUST GOD!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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18 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 7 • Session 4
Wandering in the Wilderness

Unit 7 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
The Israelites walked in the wilderness for 40 years. Moses was very old, and he 
had a message for the people. Moses said, “I cannot go into the promised land. 
The Lord will go before you, and God chose Joshua to lead you. God will not 
leave you.” Then Moses wrote down God’s rules. Moses told the people to be 
careful to obey God’s words and teach them to their children. “These words are 
your life,” Moses said. Moses blessed all of the tribes of Israel, and he praised God. 
Then God took Moses to the top of the mountain so he could see the beautiful 
land that God had promised His people. Then Moses died, and God buried him.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Moses led God’s people to the promised land.
 *Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God.
 *God promised to be with His people.

Moses’ Farewell

BIBLE PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31–34

STORY POINT: We can trust God.

KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is greater 
than Moses because He rescues us.
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19Wandering in the Wilderness

4

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to Deuteronomy 31. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. Jesus is greater than Moses 

because He rescues us. WE CAN TRUST GOD. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good”:

“ We can trust God, we can trust God, we can trust God! 
*God loves you and me.”

*Substitute God’s commands are good and God sent Jesus in subsequent rounds. 
SAY: Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God. God promised to be 

with His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD. 

Make handprint art
Provide painting smocks. Fold construction paper. On the front cover, write the 
second gospel gem. Paint a baby’s hand with washable finger paint. Gently press 
his hand onto the inside page. Wipe his hand immediately. Write the story point 
or Christ connection by the handprint. Let the book dry.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. Jesus is greater than Moses 

because He rescues us. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Perform a fingerplay
Sit with a baby on your lap facing you. Gently move her arms as you say the 
following fingerplay.

“ God loves me. [Cross a baby’s hands over her heart.] 
God is always with me. [Place her hand over her heart.] 
I can trust God.” [Raise one hand to point to God.]

SAY: God promised to be with His people. God always keeps His promises. WE 

CAN TRUST GOD to be with us too!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 7 • Session 4

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. 
Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 
Deuteronomy 31. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the 
story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Write a message
Provide washable markers or jumbo crayons for toddlers. Invite them to “write” a 
message on paper, and then glue the message onto a larger piece of construction 
paper to make a frame. Write the story point on each child’s frame.
SAY: Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God. God promised to be 

with His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Play with people figures
Fold sheets of scrap paper in half and stand them up to be “tents.” Provide peg 
people or other people and animal figures for toddlers to play out the Israelite 
camp. As toddlers play, retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. Moses reminded God’s people 

to love and obey God when they left their tents and entered the promised 
land. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Climb a mountain
Pile a few throw pillows on the floor and cover them with a blanket. Assist 
toddlers as they climb the “mountain” one at a time. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. Jesus is greater than Moses 

because He rescues us. WE CAN TRUST GOD because He sent Jesus.

Look at mountains
Provide books about mountains for toddlers to view. You may also print images of 
mountains from the Internet. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. He could not enter the 

promised land because he had disobeyed God, but God let him stand on a 
mountain and see the land God had promised. WE CAN TRUST GOD.
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21Wandering in the Wilderness

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Moses’ Farewell
BIBLE PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31–34
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a
STORY POINT: We can trust God.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is greater than Moses because He rescues us.

Transition activity: Play “Simon Says”
Invite toddlers to stand up. Explain that you are going to give instructions. Children 
will only do the instructions that follow “Simon says.” Perform the actions with the 
children. Gently correct a child who makes an error. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land but could not go with them. 

Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God. Jesus is greater than 
Moses because He rescues us. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Sing a song
Invite children to hold hands and slowly walk in a circle as you sing to the tune of 
“Ring Around the Rosie” : “God is always with me, / He will never leave me. / I can 
trust, I can trust, I can trust God!” Encourage children to sit down after the final 
word. Play again as time allows.
SAY: WE CAN TRUST GOD. God promised to be with His people. God is with us.

Count to 12
Gather 12 blocks, counting bears, or other small items for toddlers to count aloud 
with you. If you have 12 children in your class, considering counting the children 
by saying “God loves [each child’s name]” as you pat them gently on the head or 
shoulder. Talk about how the Israelites lived in twelve tribes. 
SAY: Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God, and then he blessed each 

tribe by name. WE CAN TRUST GOD. 

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.

© 2018  LifeWay



Unit 8: Conquering the Land

Session 1:
 Crossing the Jordan
 Joshua 1–4
 Story Point: God led His people 
through the Jordan River on dry 
ground.

Session 2: 
 The Battle of Jericho 
 Joshua 2; 6
 Story Point: God made the walls 
of Jericho fall down.

Session 3:
 Taking the Land
 Joshua 10–11; 24
 Story Point: God made the sun 
stand still.

Easter:
 Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection
 Matthew 26–28
 Story Point: Jesus died on the cross 
and is alive.

Unit Description:
The Israelites needed to conquer the promised land, so God fought for His 
people. Joshua led the people and encouraged them to be faithful to the one 
true God. The people conquered the promised land and began to live in 
it. Joshua was a representation of Christ, leading the Israelites to victory in 
Canaan as Jesus leads us to victory in overcoming the world.

Key Passage: 
 Deuteronomy 31:8

Big Picture Question: 
 How can we glorify God? We can 
glorify God by loving Him and 
obeying Him. 

54 Preschool Leader Guide
 

Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection
Jesus died on the cross and is alive.

Taking the Land
God made the sun stand still.

The Battle of Jericho  
God made the walls of Jericho fall 
down.

Crossing the Jordan
God led His people through the Jordan 
River on dry ground.
.

Unit 8 Overview
Preschool Leader Guide 
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22 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 8 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 8 • Session 1
Conquering the Land

Bible Story for Toddlers
It was time to go into the promised land. God said to Joshua, “Be strong and 
courageous. I will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua told the people to get 
ready to cross the Jordan River. When the priests lifted up the ark of God, the 
people would follow the ark. The people obeyed. Joshua said, “You will know the 
living God is with us because the water will stop.” That is what happened! God 
made the river stop when the priests carrying the ark went into the water! Joshua 
told a man from each tribe to grab a stone to make an altar to remember what 
God did. All of the people crossed the river on dry ground.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God promised to be with Joshua.
 *God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross.
 * Joshua told the people to remember what God had done.

Unit 8 • Session 1 
Crossing the Jordan

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 1–4

STORY POINT: God is always with us.

KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a

CHRIST CONNECTION: We can 
remember what Jesus has done for us.
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23Conquering the Land

1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Joshua 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. Joshua told 

the people to remember what God had done. God promised to be with 
Joshua, and GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ God is with us everywhere, everywhere, everywhere, 
God is with us everywhere. He will never leave us!”

SAY: God promised to be with Joshua, and He promises to be with us too. GOD 

IS ALWAYS WITH US. We can remember what Jesus has done for us.

Make an altar
Sit on the floor with babies propped in your lap or against a pillow. Give each 
baby a foam block or beanbag. One by one, help each baby stack the block or 
beanbag in the center of the circle to make an altar.
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. Joshua told 

the people to remember what God had done by stacking stones. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US too. We can remember what Jesus has done for us.

Examine sensory bags
Pour blue or clear shower gel into a ziplock bag with plastic fish, aquarium 
pebbles, and other river items. Seal the bag shut with duct tape. Invite babies to 
squeeze and explore the bags to look at the “water.”
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. God promised 

to be with Joshua. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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24 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 8 • Session 1

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Joshua 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make Jordan River art
Fold blue paper into a trifold for each child, folding both outsides to the center. 
Help toddlers glue brown paper into the middle section of the paper. Write 
the second gospel gem or the story point on the “sand.” Children will stick fish 
stickers on the blue paper, inside and out. 
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. Joshua told the 

people to remember what God had done. We can remember what Jesus 
has done for us too. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Fingerwalk in kinetic sand
Pour kinetic sand into a plastic bin. (Recipes for taste-safe alternatives are available 
online.) Guide toddlers to practice fingerwalking in the kinetic sand. You may 
also use transportation vehicles. Briefly retell the story.
SAY: God promised to be with Joshua. God showed His people that He was with 

Joshua when God made the Jordan River stop. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Gather stones
Scatter beanbags on the floor. Invite toddlers to line up as you lead them around 
the room. Let each child to pick up one “stone” as you walk. Return to the circle 
time area and stack your “stones.” Review the story.
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. Joshua told the 

people to remember what God had done. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Sing songs about God’s love
Invite toddlers to sing “Jesus Loves Me” or “Oh, How I Love Jesus” with you. 
Review the Bible story.
SAY: God promised to be with Joshua. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too. 
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25Conquering the Land

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Crossing the Jordan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 1–4
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a
STORY POINT: God is always with us.
CHRIST CONNECTION: We can remember what Jesus has done for us.

Transition activity: Play in water
Provide several towels or a drop cloth. Fill a large shallow tub with an inch of water. 
Float boats, rubber ducks, toy fish, and other water toys for toddlers to play with. 
While toddlers play in the water, briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: God promised to be with Joshua after Moses died. God showed that He was 

with Joshua when God made the Jordan River stop so His people could 
cross. Joshua told the people to remember what God had done. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US.

Practice the key passage
Place the key passage card in a small Bible at Deuteronomy 31:8. Hide the Bible in 
plain sight. Invite children to look for Bible. When a child finds it, tell him to bring 
it to you. Read the key passage aloud and invite children to repeat it. Play again as 
time allows.
SAY: God promised to be with Joshua. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too!

Polish rocks
Post an allergy alert. Provide a hand-sized, smooth stone for each toddler. Dab 
mineral oil on cotton balls for toddlers to rub over the stones to make them shine. 
Retell the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: Joshua told the people to remember what God had done. We can remember 

what Jesus has done for us too. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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26 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 8 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

The Battle of Jericho
Unit 8 • Session 2 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Joshua sent two men into Jericho. They stayed at Rahab’s house. Rahab hid the 
men on her roof to keep them safe. Rahab said to the men, “Your God is God of 
heaven and earth. Please be kind to my family when God gives you Jericho.” She 
let the men use a red cord to go out her window. The men told Rahab to tie the 
cord in her window and keep her family inside her house so they would be safe. 
At the battle of Jericho, Joshua told the people to march quietly around Jericho. 
On the seventh day, they marched seven times. On the seventh time, the priests 
blew the trumpets and the people shouted. Jericho’s wall fell down! God kept 
Rahab and her family safe. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Rahab hid the Israelite spies.
 *God made the walls of Jericho fall down.
 *God used Rahab in His plan to send Jesus.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 2; 6

STORY POINT: God is always with us.

KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus fought 
against sin for us.

Unit 8 • Session 2
Conquering the Land
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2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Joshua 2. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: Rahab hid the spies because she trusted God was with His people. God 

made the walls of Jericho fall down. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ God is with us everywhere, everywhere, everywhere, 
God is with us everywhere. He will never leave us!”

SAY: God made the walls of Jericho fall down. God was with His people and 
helped them fight. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too! Jesus fought against 
sin for us.

March seven times
Hold babies securely and march in a circle seven times. After the seventh time, 
pretend to blow a trumpet and then cheerfully say the story point. Repeat as 
interest holds.
SAY: God told His people to march around Jericho. God made the walls of 

Jericho fall down! God was with His people. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Explore ribbons
Before class, gather various fabric strips and ribbons in vibrant colors. Tie them 
together securely to make a pom-pom. Invite babies to explore the textures and 
colors of the ribbons.
SAY: Rahab hid the Israelite spies. She put a red cord in her window so they 

would keep her safe. God made the walls of Jericho fall down. God used 
Rahab in His plan to send Jesus. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 8 • Session 2

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Joshua 2. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the story point and the gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make a scarlet bookmark
Cut strips of heavyweight paper so each toddler has one. Give toddlers stickers 
and crayons to decorate their bookmark. Punch a hole on one end of the 
bookmark and thread a red ribbon through it. Write the story point on each 
child’s paper. Retell the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: Our red ribbon reminds me of Rahab in our story. Rahab hid the Israelite 

spies because she knew God was with His people. God used Rahab in His 
plan to send Jesus. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too.

Knock down walls
Provide cereal boxes or shirt boxes for toddlers to stack to make a wall. Encourage 
children to march around the wall like in the Bible story. When you say go, invite 
toddlers to knock down the walls. Retell the story.
SAY: Did the people knock down the walls on their own? No! God made the 

walls of Jericho fall down. God showed He was with the Israelites, and 
GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Shout and whisper
Invite toddlers to stand up and face you. When you crouch down, guide toddlers 
to crouch and whisper the story point. When you say it loud, they will jump up.
SAY: God made the walls of Jericho fall down. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. Jesus 

fought against sin for us.

Find the spy
Select two people figures to be spies. Tell the toddlers to close their eyes as you 
hide them in plain sight. Guide children to open their eyes and look for the spies.
SAY: Rahab hid the spies because she knew God was with them. GOD IS ALWAYS 

WITH US.  
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Battle of Jericho
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 2; 6
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a
STORY POINT: God is always with us.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus fought against sin for us.

Transition activity: Make a trumpet
Give each child an empty paper towel tube and stickers to decorate his tube. When 
he has finished decorating, punch a hole in each end of the tube and thread yarn 
through both ends. Toddlers may carry their trumpets on their shoulder as they 
march in place. When you say go, they will sound their trumpets. Retell the story.
SAY: Joshua sent men to Jericho, and Rahab hid the Israelite spies. Rahab trusted 

God to keep her family safe. God made the walls of Jericho fall down. God 
used Rahab in His plan to send Jesus. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Play out the story with people figures
Provide people figures and a box or stack of blocks to be Rahab’s house. Briefly retell 
the Bible story as toddlers play it out. 
SAY: Rahab hid the Israelite spies because she knew God was with His people. GOD 

IS ALWAYS WITH US too. Jesus fought against sin for us.

Play a quiet game
Encourage toddlers to lie down or sit quietly with their hands in their laps. Tell 
them they must be as quiet and still as possible as you count to seven and blow a 
kazoo. When they hear the kazoo, they can stand up and shout. Retell the story.
SAY: God told the Israelites to be completely quiet as they marched around Jericho. 

At just the right time, they shouted. God made the walls of Jericho fall 
down! God was with His people, and GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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34 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Easter • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Easter • Session 2 

Bible Story for Toddlers
The night before He died, Jesus ate a special meal with His friends. Then Jesus 
and His friends went to a garden to pray. Jesus prayed, “Father, I will do Your 
plan.” People came to take Jesus to jail, and His friends ran away. People tried to 
say Jesus is not God’s Son, but that is not true. People put Jesus on the cross, and 
He died to rescue us. They put Jesus in a tomb with a stone in front of it. On 
the third day, two of Jesus’ friends named Mary went to the tomb. An angel told 
them good news: “Do not be afraid! Jesus is alive!” The women hurried to tell the 
others, and they saw Jesus! Jesus said, “Tell My friends to meet Me in Galilee.” 
Jesus was alive, and Jesus is alive today!

Babies Gospel Gems
 *People put Jesus on a cross, and He died.
 *God made Jesus alive again.
 *God sent Jesus to rescue us.

Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28

STORY POINT: God is always with us.

KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a

CHRIST CONNECTION: We are not 
afraid because Jesus is alive.

Easter • Session 2
Easter Bonus
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Ea
st
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Matthew 26. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: People put Jesus on a cross, and He died. God made Jesus alive again! We 

are not afraid because Jesus is alive. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ God is with us everywhere, everywhere, everywhere, 
God is with us everywhere. He will never leave us!”

SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us from our wrong choices. GOD IS ALWAYS 

WITH US. We are not afraid because Jesus is alive!

Make cross art
Provide painting smocks or T-shirts for babies. Cut sponges into cross shapes. 
Use clothespins for babies to hold the sponges. Help the babies dip the sponges 
in washable paint and then press it onto paper. Keep wipes and towels handy to 
clean up spills.
SAY: People put Jesus on a cross, and He died. God made Jesus alive again. GOD 

IS ALWAYS WITH US, and we are not afraid because Jesus is alive!

Read about Jesus
Before class, print the “Jesus Is Alive Book” printable and assemble the book. 
Read the book to babies in class, pointing to Jesus in each picture. Remind 
children that Jesus never did anything wrong.
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us by dying on the cross. God made Jesus alive 

again. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US! God sent Jesus to rescue us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Easter • Session 2

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card and guide 
toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Matthew 26. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Roll away the stone
Invite toddlers to sit with you in a circle, facing inward. Roll a ball to one child 
and cheer as she rolls it back. Continue around the circle. Briefly retell the Bible 
story as toddlers play.
SAY: People put Jesus on a cross, and He died. God made Jesus alive again. The 

women who went to Jesus’ tomb found the stone was rolled away! We are 
not afraid because Jesus is alive. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Sing songs about Jesus
Provide rhythm instruments or musical toys for toddlers to play as you sing 
familiar songs about Jesus, such as “Jesus Loves Me,” “God Is So Good,” and 
“Because He Lives.” Briefly retell the story.
SAY: Jesus never did anything wrong, but people put Jesus on a cross, and He 

died. God made Jesus alive again! God sent Jesus to rescue us. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US.

Look at flowers
Post an allergy alert. Gather real or artificial flowers and magnifying glasses. Guide 
toddlers to examine the parts of the flowers in a magnifying glass. Talk about how 
Jesus went to a garden to pray the night before He died.
SAY: Jesus never did anything wrong, but people put Jesus on a cross, and He 

died. God made Jesus alive again! GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Where is Jesus?
Print the “Jesus” printable. Hide the picture in the room or tape it to the wall. Tell 
children to look for Jesus. Repeat as time allows. 
SAY: God made Jesus alive again. Right now, Jesus is alive in heaven. We are not 

afraid because Jesus is alive. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a
STORY POINT: God is always with us.
CHRIST CONNECTION: We are not afraid because Jesus is alive.

Transition activity: Make a play dough tomb
Demonstrate to toddlers how to roll play dough into a ball shape, and then use the 
pinch pot method to make a cave. As toddlers work, briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus always obeyed God, but people put Jesus on a cross, and He died. God 

made Jesus alive again. God sent Jesus to rescue us from our wrong choices. 
We are not afraid because Jesus is alive! GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Tell the good news
One at a time, invite preschoolers to come to you. Whisper in each toddler’s ear 
“Jesus is alive.” Invite him to turn to his friends and shout the good news. Make 
sure every toddler gets a chance to say the good news. Review the story.
SAY: God made Jesus alive again. God sent Jesus to rescue us from our wrong 

choices. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US!

Look at living things
Provide books or images of living things (animals, people, plants) and non-living 
things (cars, machines, toys). Help toddlers compare the items. Talk about the Bible 
story as toddlers look at the images.
SAY: People put Jesus on the cross, and He died. God made Jesus alive again. God 

sent Jesus to rescue us from our wrong choices. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 8 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24

STORY POINT: God is always with us.

KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus gives us 
victory over sin and death.

Unit 8 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God was with Joshua and the Israelites as they took over the promised land. One 
day, five kings and their armies came to fight Gibeon. The people of Gibeon 
asked Joshua for help. God told Joshua, “Do not be afraid. They will not defeat 
you.” Joshua’s soldiers caught the armies by surprise. Then Joshua said, “God, 
make the sun stand still!” And God did! God also made hailstones fall from 
the sky. God helped Joshua and the Israelites take the land He had promised to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God fought for His people. When Joshua was old, he 
reminded the Israelites of God’s goodness and wrote down all of God’s words. The 
people said, “We will worship only God.”

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God made the sun stand still.
 *God helped His people take the promised land.
 *God always keeps His promises.

Taking the Land

Unit 8 • Session 3
Conquering the Land
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3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Joshua 10. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. God was with Joshua in battle, and God made 

the sun stand still. God helped His people take the promised land. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ God is with us everywhere, everywhere, everywhere, 
God is with us everywhere. He will never leave us!”

SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. God was with Joshua and helped him have 
victory in battle. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Make a suncatcher
Cut hand-sized circles from clear contact plastic. Tape the circles sticky side up to 
the table or floor. Help babies place yellow and orange tissue paper squares onto 
the plastic. Cover with another contact plastic circle and trim the excess. Write 
God made the sun stand still or the story point on the center. Use a hole punch 
and thread a ribbon to make a hanger for the suncatchers. 
SAY: God made the sun stand still. God helped His people take the promised 

land. God always keeps His promises. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. 

Knock down five kings
Gather five wooden people figures or peg people. Make sure they do not pose a 
choking hazard. Stand the five people figures in front of a baby, and encourage 
her to knock them down.
SAY: Five kings fought with God’s people, but God gave Joshua victory. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 8 • Session 3

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Joshua 10. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make sun art
Spread out newspaper or a tablecloth on a table. Provide a paper plate for each 
child. Squirt yellow, orange, and red paint in random spots on the center of each 
child’s plate. Cover with plastic wrap. Encourage toddlers to use their hands on 
the plastic to move the paint around. Set the plates aside to dry. Write God made 
the sun stand still on each child’s artwork.
SAY: God made the sun stand still. God helped His people take the promised 

land. God always keeps His promises. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Toss and pick up hail
Invite toddlers to spread out. Toss cotton balls in the air to be “hail,” and 
encourage children to gather the cotton balls. Older toddlers may practice their 
fine motor skills by using rubber-tipped tongs or tweezers to pick up hail.
SAY: God helped His people take the promised land. God always keeps His 

promises. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Show the sun cycle
Set a globe on a table and gather the children around it. Talk about how a globe 
looks like Earth. Dim the lights. Shine a flashlight as you turn the globe slowly. 
Talk about how the earth turns and the sun “moves” in the sky. Tell the story.
SAY: God made the sun stand still in the sky to give the Israelites victory. Jesus 

gives us victory over sin and death. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Play out family scenes
Provide dress-up clothes and home-living items for toddlers to play out family 
scenes. Remind toddlers that Joshua encouraged families to love and obey God.
SAY: God always keeps His promises. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a
STORY POINT: God is always with us.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Transition activity: Toss “hail” into buckets
Gather rolled up white socks and a couple of buckets. Invite toddlers to stand a few 
steps away and toss the socks into the buckets. Retell the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Five kings fought with God’s people. God made the sun stand still to help His 

people win the battle. God helped His people take the promised land. God 
always keeps His promises, and GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Look at shadows
If weather permits, take toddlers outside to a safe location and look at their shadows. 
If the day is cloudy or cold, use a flashlight to make shadows inside the classroom. 
Talk about the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Five kings fought with God’s people. God made the sun stand still to help 

His people win the battle. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US.

Freeze dance
Play upbeat music and encourage the children to dance or wiggle with you. Explain 
that when you turn the music off, the toddlers must freeze. Wait a few seconds in 
the frozen position, restart the music, and play again as time allows.
SAY: God did something amazing in our Bible story! God made the sun stand still 

to help His people win the battle. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death. 
GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 9: The Cycle of Judges

Session 1:
 Israel’s Unfaithfulness
 Judges 1–3
 Story Point: God’s people forgot 
about Him.

Session 2: 
 Deborah and Barak
 Judges 4–5
 Story Point: God used Deborah 
and Barak to rescue His people.

Session 3:
 Gideon
 Judges 6–8
 Story Point: God gave Gideon 
victory.

Session 4:
 Samson
 Judges 13–16
 Story Point: God made Samson 
strong.

Session 5:
 Ruth and Boaz
 Ruth
 Story Point: God provided for 
Ruth and Naomi.

Unit Description:
When the neighboring nations threatened and attacked Israel, God 
provided new leaders, called judges, to help rescue His people. While these 
judges could only give temporary help, they reminded God’s people that 
one day God would provide a perfect Judge to rescue His people for good.

Key Passage: 
 1 John 1:9a

Big Picture Question: 
 What is repentance? Repentance is 
turning away from sin and turning 
to Jesus.
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Unit 9 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 9 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
After Joshua died, God’s people stopped obeying God. When God’s people 
turned away from Him, God let other nations take over. The other nations made 
God’s people work very hard, and they were very sad. When they faced troubles, 
God’s people remembered how good it was when they obeyed God. The people 
cried out to God for help. God sent a leader called a judge to help His people. 
The judge fought for God’s people, and he helped them obey God. As long as the 
judge was alive, God’s people obeyed Him. The first three judges were Othniel 
(AHTH nih el), Ehud (EE huhd), and Shamgar (SHAM gahr). God was with 
these men, and they led God’s people and kept them safe.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God’s people did not always obey Him.
 *God sent judges to rescue His people.
 *God’s people obeyed as long as the judge was alive.

Israel’s 
Unfaithfulness

BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 1–3

STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus rescues us 
from sin forever.

Unit 9 • Session 1
The Cycle of Judges
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1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Judges 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: God sent judges to rescue His people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. Jesus 

rescues us from sin forever. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:

“ When God’s people needed help, He sent *a judge. [Repeat.] 
**But God’s people soon forgot just how much they needed God! 
When God’s people needed help, He sent a judge.”

*Substitute His Son in the second round.
**Substitute Jesus came to rescue us because of His great love in the second round.
SAY: God sent judges to rescue His people. God’s people obeyed as long as the 

judge was alive. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM too! When we trust in Him, 
Jesus rescues us from sin forever.

Make a ram’s horn
Help babies place stickers on paper. Roll the paper into a tight megaphone and 
tape it securely. Say the gospel gems and story point into the megaphone.
SAY: God sent judges to rescue His people. Judges would sometimes blow a 

ram’s horn. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM when we trust Jesus. 

Turn and turn back
Place a baby on her back and sit beside her. Hold a baby rattle on one side of her 
body and shake it gently as you move it in an arch to the other side of her body. 
She may turn her head or roll to reach it. Repeat the other way.
SAY: God’s people obeyed as long as the judge was alive. GOD HELPS US OBEY 

HIM. Jesus rescues us from sin forever.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 9 • Session 1

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Judges 1. Show the 
Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Make JESUS art
Write the name JESUS on construction paper in large letters for each toddler. 
Provide stickers for toddlers to place around the letters in Jesus’ name. Write the 
Christ connection on each child’s artwork.
SAY: God’s people did not always obey Him. God sent judges to rescue God’s 

people, but God’s people obeyed as long as the judge was alive. Jesus 
rescues us from sin forever. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Practice the key passage
Post an allergy alert. Write the key passage in the translation of your choice on an 
inflated balloon. Use a ball if a child in your class has a latex allergy. Gently bop 
the balloon or ball to a child. When she grabs it, repeat the key passage to her. 
Play as time allows.
SAY: Our key passage says God is faithful to forgive us. Faithful means that God 

will always do what He says He will do. God sent judges to rescue God’s 
people when they cried out for help. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Count to three
Gather favorite toys such as blocks, cars, people figures, and so forth. Pile them in 
groups of three. Invite toddlers to touch the items in each pile as you count.
SAY: God sent judges to rescue His people. The first three judges were Othniel, 

Ehud, and Shamgar. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Work very hard
Lead toddlers to carry blocks from one side of the room to another. Talk about 
how the Israelites’ enemies made them work very hard. Retell the story.
SAY: God’s people cried out for help! God sent judges to rescue His people. GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Israel’s Unfaithfulness
BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 1–3
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a
STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus rescues us from sin forever.

Transition activity: Play “Red Light, Green Light”
Guide toddlers to line up on one side of the room. Stand a few feet away. Explain 
that when you turn to face the wall and say “green light,” children should move 
toward you. When you turn to face them and say “red light,” they should stop.
SAY: God’s people did not always obey Him. They turned away from Him. God let 

the other nations take over, and God’s people cried out for help. God sent 
judges to rescue His people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Read about choices
Read books about right and wrong choices. Talk about how we know a choice is 
right or wrong. Hold up a Bible and invite toddlers to touch it.
SAY: The Bible is God’s words. God’s words tell us what is right and wrong. God’s 

people did not always obey Him. They needed help! GOD HELPS US OBEY 

HIM. Jesus rescues us from sin forever.

Compare a line and a circle
Stretch out a jump rope on the floor or make a tape line. Invite toddlers to walk 
along the line. Make the jump rope or tape line into a loop and invite toddlers to 
walk along the line one at a time. Talk about a cycle and retell the Bible story.
SAY: God’s people disobeyed; then they cried out for help. God sent judges to 

rescue His people. God’s people obeyed as long as the judge was alive. Then 
they got in trouble again. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM when we trust Jesus.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 9 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 9 • Session 2
The Cycle of Judges

Unit 9 • Session 2 

Bible Story for Toddlers
When God’s people stopped following Him, the king of Canaan attacked God’s 
people. They asked God to save them. A woman named Deborah was judge. 
She told a man named Barak (BAY rak), “God will help you fight.” Barak said, 
“I will go to battle if you come with me.” Deborah said, “I will go with you, but 
a woman will defeat Sisera.” Sisera was the leader of the king of Canaan’s army. 
When God’s people went to fight, God confused their enemy. The enemy soldiers 
ran away, and Sisera ran away too. A woman named Jael let Sisera hide in her 
tent, but God used her to defeat Sisera. God helped His people win the battle. 
Deborah and Barak sang a song to praise God.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God’s people asked God to save them.
 *God used Deborah and Barak to help His people.
 *God sent Jesus to rescue us from our wrong choices.

Deborah and Barak

BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 4–5

STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus 
to be our Judge.
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2

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Judges 4. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: When they needed help, God’s people asked God to save them. Later God 

sent Jesus to be our Judge. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:

“ When God’s people needed help, He sent *a judge. [Repeat.] 
**But God’s people soon forgot just how much they needed God! 
When God’s people needed help, He sent a judge.”

*Substitute His Son in the second round.
**Substitute Jesus came to rescue us because of His great love in the second round.
SAY: God used Deborah and Barak to help His people. Later God sent Jesus to 

be our Judge. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Make Bible story art
Print the Bible story picture for each child, and then cut out Deborah. Press a 
baby’s hand gently onto a washable green ink pad. Press his hand onto paper. 
Wipe his hand immediately. Draw the trunk of Deborah’s palm tree trunk. Help 
the baby glue Deborah to his paper. 
SAY: God used Deborah and Barak to help His people. Later, God sent Jesus to 

be our Judge. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Play instruments
Encourage babies to shake rattles or baby-friendly musical toys. Remind the 
babies that Deborah and Barak sang a song to praise God.
SAY: God’s people asked God to save them. Later, God sent Jesus to rescue us 

from our wrong choices. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 9 • Session 2

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Judges 4. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make a tambourine
Post an allergy alert. Help toddlers scoop a handful of dried rice or beans onto a 
plate and fold it in half. Use colorful duct tape to seal the plate. Children may use 
crayons or stickers to decorate their tambourine. Review the Bible story.
SAY: God’s people asked God to save them. God used Deborah and Barak to 

help His people. God’s people praised Him with songs and dancing. GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Play in a tent
Set up a tent using a blanket and a table or chairs. Invite toddlers to play or read 
books inside the tent. Briefly review the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: God’s people asked God to save them. God used Deborah and Barak to help 

His people, and Jael defeated Sisera. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Hammer pegs
Provide a foam block, golf tees, and toy hammers. Invite toddlers to hammer the 
pegs into the foam block. Tell the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: God’s people asked God to save them. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Sit under a tree
If weather permits, take toddlers outside to tell the Bible story under a tree. You 
may also draw a palm tree on a large sheet of paper and tape it to a wall if you 
cannot go outside.
SAY: God’s people asked God to save them from their enemies. Deborah was a 

judge. She would sit under a tree and help people know God’s words. God 
used Deborah and Barak to help His people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Deborah and Barak
BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 4–5
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a
STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus to be our Judge.

Transition activity: Throw a praise parade
Provide rhythm instruments, musical instruments, or musical toys for toddlers to 
play as you sing songs, such as “Jesus Loves Me” and “Oh, How I Love Jesus.” Look 
up these songs online if you are unfamiliar with them. Review the Bible story.
SAY: God’s people stopped following Him, and the king of Canaan attacked them. 

God’s people asked God to save them. God used Deborah and Barak to help 
His people. God’s people sang songs to God. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Play a game
Invite toddlers to stand up and face you. Explain that you will call a child’s name 
and give her a command, such as hop in place, clap your hands, or stomp your feet. 
She may do the action alone, or you could ask if she wants you to do the command 
with her. Play as time allows. Retell the story.
SAY: Deborah told Barak that God wanted him to rescue His people. Barak said he 

would go to battle if Deborah went too. God used Deborah and Barak to 
help His people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Clean the room
Invite toddlers to help you clean up the room with washcloths. Talk about the Bible 
story as toddlers work.
SAY: You are such great helpers. God used Deborah and Barak to help His people. 

GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 9 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 9 • Session 3
The Cycle of Judges

Unit 9 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
The Israelites turned away from God again. The Midianites attacked God’s people 
and took their crops. God sent an angel to Gideon. The angel said, “God is with 
you, man of courage.” Courage? Gideon was hiding from the Midianites! God 
told Gideon to fight the Midianites. To show He would be with Gideon, God 
made sheep’s wool wet with dew, but the ground was dry. Then God made the 
wool dry, but the ground was wet. Gideon trusted God and gathered an army. 
God told Gideon, “You have too many men!” God wanted only 300 men to 
fight. Gideon led his 300 soldiers to the Midian camp at midnight. God mixed 
up the army of Midian, and they fought each other! God saved His people.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God’s people turned away from Him again.
 *God was with Gideon and gave him courage.
 *God sent Jesus to be with us forever.

Gideon

BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 6–8

STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus saves us 
because we cannot save ourselves.
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3

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Judges 6. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: God’s people turned away from Him again. God was with Gideon and gave 

him courage to fight the Midianites. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:

“ When God’s people needed help, He sent *a judge. [Repeat.] 
**But God’s people soon forgot just how much they needed God! 
When God’s people needed help, He sent a judge.”

*Substitute His Son in the second round.
**Substitute Jesus came to rescue us because of His great love in the second round.
SAY: GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. God was with Gideon and gave him courage. 

Jesus saves us because we cannot save ourselves.

Play peekaboo
Place a baby on a blanket or in a seat in front of you. Cover your face with your 
hands. Quickly uncover your face and say, “Peekaboo, God is with you!”
SAY: God was with Gideon and gave him courage. God sent Jesus to be with us 

forever! GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Touch sponges
Provide soft bath sponges, a plastic bin with a little water, towels, and a drop 
cloth. Encourage babies to squeeze the sponges when they are dry and when they 
are wet. Supervise babies closely during water play.
SAY: God was with Gideon and gave him courage. God made the fleece wet one 

morning and dry the next. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Judges 6. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make fleece art
Before class, gather scraps of fleece and cut them into various shapes. Assist 
toddlers as they use craft glue or adhesive dots to stick the fleece shapes onto 
construction paper. Write the story point on each child’s art and set it aside to dry.
SAY: God was with Gideon and gave him courage. Gideon asked God to make a 

fleece wet or dry to show He would be with Gideon, and God did. GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Hide “Gideon”
Display a person figure for toddlers to see. Hide the figure in plain sight, and 
encourage toddlers to look for it. When a child finds the figure, guide him to 
bring it to you. Briefly review the Bible story and play again.
SAY: Gideon was hiding from the Midianites at the start of our story. God was 

with Gideon and gave him courage. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. Jesus 
saves us because we cannot save ourselves.

Work a puzzle
Print the Bible story picture onto heavyweight paper. Write on the back the 
Christ connection, story point, or key passage. Read it to the children. Cut the 
picture into four pieces. Guide toddlers to work the puzzle.
SAY: God’s people turned away from Him again. God was with Gideon and gave 

him courage. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Look at a clock
Provide analog and digital clocks for toddlers to examine. Talk about certain times 
children do things, like waking up and coming to church. Remind toddlers that 
God led Gideon’s men into battle at midnight. Retell the story.
SAY: God was with Gideon and gave him courage. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Gideon
BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 6–8
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a
STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus saves us because we cannot save ourselves.

Transition activity: Paint with chalk and water
Provide dark construction paper, paintbrushes, cups of water, and colorful chalk. 
Guide toddlers to paint water on their paper. Toddlers will use the chalk to draw on 
the wet paper. Write the story point on each child’s paper. Set the art aside to dry.
SAY: God’s people turned away from Him again. God was with Gideon and gave 

him courage. God made a fleece wet and dry to show He would be with 
Gideon. God sent Jesus to be with us forever. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Practice scooping water
Provide a shallow tub of water and invite toddlers to practice scooping the water 
with their hands. Demonstrate to the children, but do not permit them to drink the 
water. You may also provide small cups or water toys for toddlers to scoop water.
SAY: God was with Gideon and gave him courage. God told Gideon to send 

back people after stopping to drink at the river. God wanted Gideon and 
the people to know only He saves. Jesus saves us because we cannot save 
ourselves. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

March in an army
Invite toddlers to pump their arms and legs as they march with you in place. Call 
out a simple left-right cadence. When you say “Company, halt,” toddlers will stop. 
Guide the toddlers to shout the story point with you.
SAY: God was with Gideon and gave him courage. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Unit 9 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 9 • Session 4
The Cycle of Judges

Unit 9 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God made Samson strong to fight the Philistines. Samson loved Delilah. The 
Philistines paid Delilah to find out where Samson got his strength. Delilah asked 
Samson about his strength all the time, and he tricked her three times. Finally he 
told her the truth: “If I cut my hair, I will not be strong.” While Samson slept, a 
Philistine cut his hair! Delilah said, “Samson, wake up! The Philistines are here!” 
But Samson wasn’t strong anymore. The Philistines put Samson in jail. They 
brought Samson to a temple to make fun of him and the one true God. Samson 
prayed to God. God made Samson strong again, and he pushed down two pillars. 
The temple fell down!

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God made Samson strong to help God’s people.
 *Samson made wrong choices, but nothing could stop God’s plan.
 *God sent Jesus to be our Judge.

Samson

BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 13–16

STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus always 
obeyed God, and He died to save us.

© 2018  LifeWay



51The Cycle of Judges

4

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Judges 13. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: Samson made wrong choices, but nothing could stop God’s plan. GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM. God sent Jesus to be our Judge. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:

“ When God’s people needed help, He sent *a judge. [Repeat.] 
**But God’s people soon forgot just how much they needed God! 
When God’s people needed help, He sent a judge.”

*Substitute His Son in the second round.
**Substitute Jesus came to rescue us because of His great love in the second round.
SAY: Samson was a judge, but Samson did not always do the right thing. Jesus 

always obeyed God, and He died to save us. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Knock down a temple
Stack three foam blocks in front of a baby. Gently guide her hand to knock it 
down. Cheer for the baby and re-stack the blocks. Repeat with each baby.
SAY: Samson made wrong choices, but nothing could stop God’s plan. GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM. Jesus always obeyed God, and He died to save us.

Look in a mirror
Hold up a nonbreaking mirror as you sit with a baby in your lap. Point out the 
baby’s features. Talk about God’s plan for each baby before he or she was born.
SAY: God had a plan for Samson. God made Samson strong to help God’s 

people. Samson did not always obey God. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM 
when we trust in Jesus.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Judges 13. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make Samson faces
Provide paper plates, craft sticks, glue, yarn, googly eyes, and jumbo crayons for 
toddlers. Assist toddlers as they decorate the paper plates to look like Samson. 
Glue a craft stick to the plate so toddlers can hold the plate in front of their face 
like a mask. Retell the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: God made Samson strong to help God’s people. Samson made wrong 

choices, but nothing could stop God’s plan. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Practice cutting cooked spaghetti
Before class, cook and cool spaghetti. Post an allergy alert. Give each child a plate 
of spaghetti and blunt-tipped scissors or a craft stick to practice cutting. Retell the 
story as toddlers work. Talk about how the spaghetti looks like hair.
SAY: God made Samson strong to help God’s people. Samson made wrong 

choices, but nothing could stop God’s plan. Jesus always obeyed God, and 
He died to save us. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Which is heavier?
Fill a paper bag with scrap paper, and then fill a bag with a few heavier books. 
Staple the bags closed so toddlers cannot see the contents. Invite them to lift the 
bags to see which is heavier. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: God made Samson strong to help God’s people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Push down pillars
Stand two lightweight exercise foam rollers on their ends. Invite toddlers to take 
turns pushing them down. Make sure falling pillars do not hit other children.
SAY: God made Samson strong to help God’s people. Later, God sent Jesus to be 

our Judge. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Samson
BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 13–16
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a
STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus always obeyed God, and He died to save us.

Transition activity: Make a mural
Invite toddlers to lie down on a large sheet of paper and make strong arms. Quickly 
trace around the children. Children may color in their pictures. Write the story 
point on the paper and tape it to the wall at toddlers’ height. Retell the Bible story 
as toddlers work.
SAY: God made Samson strong to help God’s people. Samson made wrong choices, 

but nothing could stop God’s plan. God sent Jesus to be our Judge. When 
we trust Jesus, GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Do what I do
Invite toddlers to stand up and face you. Guide toddlers to mimic your movements 
as you pat your head, touch your toes, and so forth. Older toddlers may enjoy 
leading you and their friends through motions in the next round.
SAY: Good job doing what I did! You were really listening. Samson did not always 

listen to God. Samson made wrong choices, but nothing could stop God’s 
plan. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Break chains
Help toddlers make simple chains by linking two or three paper strips with glue or 
tape to hold them in place. Retell the story, and invite toddlers to break the chains 
when you mention Samson tricking Delilah.
SAY: God made Samson strong to help His people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 9 • Session 5
The Cycle of Judges

Unit 9 • Session 5 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Naomi’s husband and her two sons died in Moab. Naomi wanted to go back to 
Israel. Ruth hugged Naomi. “I will go where you go. Your God will be my God.” 
Ruth and Naomi went to Bethlehem together. Ruth went to the fields to pick 
grain, and God led her to Boaz’s field. Boaz had heard how Ruth took care of 
Naomi, and he sent Ruth home with extra grain. Ruth told Naomi about Boaz’s 
kindness. Naomi said Boaz was a family redeemer. When a family member was in 
trouble, Boaz would help. Boaz and Ruth married. Ruth had a son named Obed, 
and Naomi was a happy grandmother! Obed was the father of Jesse, the father of 
David. Jesus was born into David’s family.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God used Boaz to take care of Ruth and Naomi.
 *God sent Jesus to earth through Ruth’s family.
 * Jesus died on the cross and came back to life to redeem us.

Ruth and Boaz

BIBLE PASSAGE: Ruth

STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus 
to be our Redeemer.
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5

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to the Book of 
Ruth. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. God used Boaz to take care of Naomi and 

Ruth. Later, God sent Jesus to earth through Ruth’s family. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:

“ When God’s people needed help, He sent *a judge. [Repeat.] 
**But God’s people soon forgot just how much they needed God! 
When God’s people needed help, He sent a judge.”

*Substitute His Son in the second round.
**Substitute Jesus came to rescue us because of His great love in the second round.
SAY: GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. God used Boaz to take care of Naomi and 

Ruth as a family redeemer. Later, God sent Jesus to be our Redeemer.

Bounce and chant
Support a baby under his arms as you gently bounce him on your lap, facing 
you. While you bounce, say the story point in a sing-song voice. Insert the baby’s 
name as you chant. Repeat with each baby.
SAY: GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. God helps [baby’s name] obey Him because He 

loves [baby’s name]. God sent Jesus to be [baby’s name]’s Redeemer. Jesus 
died on the cross and came back to life to redeem us.

Look at barley
Post an allergy alert. Place dried barley in clean, empty medicine bottles with 
childproof lids. Invite babies to shake the containers to make sounds. 
SAY: God used Boaz to take care of Naomi and Ruth by giving them barley. God 

sent Jesus to earth through Ruth’s family. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. 

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card. Open your Bible to the Book of Ruth. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Paint with wheat
Post an allergy alert. Give each toddler a smock, a piece of real or artificial wheat, 
paper, and a foam plate with washable finger paint. Toddlers will use the wheat as 
a paintbrush as you retell the story. Write the story point on each paper.
SAY: God used Boaz to take care of Ruth and Naomi. Not only that, but God 

sent Jesus to earth through Ruth’s family. When we trust God to take care 
of us, GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Play with people figures
Provide people figures or peg people for toddlers to play out the Bible story as you 
retell it. Remind children that Boaz was a family redeemer. 
SAY: God used Boaz to take care of Ruth and Naomi because he was a family 

redeemer. God sent Jesus to be our Redeemer. Jesus died on the cross and 
came back to life to redeem us. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Scoop and weigh barley
Post an allergy alert. Provide a bucket of uncooked barley with measuring scoops 
and small plastic bags. Invite toddlers to scoop the grain into the bags and weigh 
them on a small kitchen scale. Retell the Bible story as toddlers work. 
SAY: God used Boaz to take care of Ruth and Naomi. He made sure Ruth had 

plenty of grain, and he also married her! GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Gather grain
Scatter paper strips on the floor. Demonstrate how Ruth would have gleaned the 
grain, and invite toddlers to glean with you. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: Ruth left her home to care for Naomi. Ruth said she would follow the one 

true God. God sent Jesus to earth through Ruth’s family. GOD HELPS US 

OBEY HIM. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Ruth and Boaz
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ruth
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a
STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God sent Jesus to be our Redeemer.

Transition activity: Make grain art
Before class, print an extra Bible story picture for each toddler. Cut out the image of 
Ruth from each picture. Post an allergy alert. Provide paper, glue, and broken pieces 
of uncooked spaghetti. Toddlers will glue the spaghetti to the paper to resemble 
barley stalks. Then they will glue Ruth to the picture to depict her gleaning the 
barley. Write the story point or Christ connection on each child’s artwork.
SAY: Naomi’s husband and both of her sons died. Ruth stayed with Naomi. God 

used Boaz to take care of Ruth and Naomi. Later, God sent Jesus through 
Ruth’s family. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Go where I go
Play upbeat music and invite toddlers to follow you as you move around the room. 
Vary your arm and feet movements as you walk, encouraging the toddlers to mimic 
you. Read Ruth 1:16 to the toddlers from your Bible.
SAY: Ruth loved Naomi and went back to Bethlehem with her. Many years later, 

God sent Jesus through Ruth’s family. Jesus died on the cross and came back 
to life to redeem us. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Serve a meal
Provide toy dishes and toy food for toddlers to play out serving a meal. Remind 
toddlers as they play that Boaz gave Ruth and Naomi extra food.
SAY: God used Boaz to take care of Ruth and Naomi. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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